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WELCOME 
The Society for Public Architecture, Construction, Engineering and Surveying Yearbook 2017

Welcome to the 2017 SPACES Yearbook, illustrating best practice for 
the commission, design, construction, repair and maintenance of public 
buildings. We have amended the format of our review this year, introducing 
a specialist panel of experts reviewing the finalists and selecting the 
shortlisted projects for our Civic Building of the Year Awards. Our sincere 
thanks and appreciation go to all those who supported the production of 
this Yearbook. 

This year the standard of entry has been exceptional and begins to 
illustrate the continued high quality of civic buildings in the UK. Each year 
we capture the creativity, value and pragmatism embedded in the best 
spaces made for our communities.

We continue to face challenging times in the public sector, but there 
remains a wealth of projects produced by our members illustrating the 
true value of great buildings, built for us all. Those of us who believe in the 
power of high quality environments work every-day to deliver and maintain 
spaces that help people thrive and live more fulfilling lives.

SPACES is a collaborative multi-disciplinary organisation for those in the 
building professions working in and for the public sector. It is committed to 
assisting its members in achieving the highest possible standards in the 

development, design, construction and management of the public  
sector estate. Over the next two years we would like to target members 
from Project Management and from Construction backgrounds. If you 
want to know more about joining us please visit our website  
(www.thespaces.org.uk ).

We are always looking for new buildings to champion and innovative 
approaches to engineering, maintenance and management in the public 
estate, so if you have projects completing in 2017/2018 then please let 
us know and help us in our search for next year’s Civic Building of the 
Year. Our congratulations go to the winners of this year’s SPACES Awards 
including the Civic Building of the Year 2017, be assured the quality this 
year is higher than ever.

As part of our regional events for 2018 we are intending to arrange  
visits for our members to many of the shortlisted and winning buildings. 
If you would like to visit some of these buildings and meet like-minded 
individuals, please contact us through our website. We look forward to 
seeing you in 2018.

mike shaw
President of SPACES
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SPACES 
SPACES, the Society for Public Architecture, Construction, Engineering and Surveying 
is a multi-disciplinary organisation formed in 2015 from the merger of SCALA, Society  
for Construction and Architecture in Local Authorities, SCEME, Society for Electrical  
and Mechanical Engineers serving local government and The CBSS, Chief Building 
Surveyors Society.

It is a not for profit collaborative organisation for those in the building professions who 
work in and for the public sector. It is committed to assisting its members in achieving the 
highest possible standards in the commissioning, designing, constructing, managing and 
maintaining of the public sector estate for the benefit of the communities they serve.

OUR OBJECTIVES 
We follow shared goals and objectives across our multidisciplinary membership:

•   To promote best practice in the delivery and running of public buildings.

•   To develop the knowledge, skills and experience of our members.

•   To develop a national multi-disciplined society covering all public sector 
service providers.

•   To shape architecture, construction, engineering and surveying matters  
in the public sector.

•   To create a national network of professionals who benefit from each  
other’s experience.

Our group is the only organisation in the public sector with a membership that 
encompasses all aspects of the property cycle from project initiation and briefing  
through to the management and maintenance of the finished building.
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Our membership is involved 
in the delivery of £25bn of public 

works per annum

We are the only national group 
that involves clients, consultants, 

contractors, managers and 
maintainers of public buildings 

Our Yearbook is 
distributed to all local 
authorities in the uK 

We engage with over 10,000 
professionals involved in public 

building works

Our members deliver projects  
for all parts of the public 

sector in the uK

Our 2017 study day attracted 130 
delegates from across all parts of 

the property cycle nationwide

SPACES IN NUMBERS

C.
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The derelict chapel dates back to c.1868 and was listed in 1985 as a grade II  
heritage asset. Following years of anti-social behaviour in the cemetxery a group 
of local residents banded together to create the ‘Friends of Wombwell Cemetery’, a 
charitable group whose main aim was to patrol and care for the cemetery grounds.

The brief considered options to bring the building back to life, creating a usable  
space for the charity where they could generate income and form a community  
space. The building consists of an event space, kitchen facilities and accessible  
W/C along with storage.

The scheme was sensitively restored on a fixed budget to create a community hub for 
the friends of Wombwell Cemetery. Bespoke stone repairs were carried out to restore 
the stone banding and weather vane to the chapel; both were at risk of being lost due 
to weather damage.

The project was finished on time and within the strictly funded budget. The members 
were involved throughout the project to provide support and meaningful input for the 
community restoration.

The Friends of Wombwell Cemetery now possess a new space which will allow the 
charity to hold events and bring the community together while preventing a historic 
landmark from further decay and being subject to vandalism, protecting it for future 
generations to enjoy.

A TRUlY COMMUNITY CHAPEl

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
Nps gROup 

Client: 
BARNslEY mETROpOlITAN 
BOROugh cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£123K

ArChiteCt: 
Nps gROup

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
sANdERsON BuIldINg sERvIcEs

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup

WOMBWELL CHAPEL
shORTlIsTEd BARNSlEY  |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    
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UNIVERSITY  
OF BRIGHTON  
COCKCROFT BUILDING 

shORTlIsTEd BRIGHTON  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

Whilst occupied by 2,600 students and staff, the project team delivered one of the 
UK’s largest retrofits of a mixed-use academic building.

The project transformed the Cockcroft Building at the University of Brighton from 
a dark, cellular and unloved space into a bright, flexible learning and research 
environment, fit for the information age, with ‘learning labs’ and agile workspace  
for students and staff.

An innovative, holistic approach with the use of BIM integrating architectural, building 
services and structural design combining the best features of the existing building has 
unlocked the environment potential of the 10,500m2 building and enhanced this with 
the latest technology, including an aquifer thermal energy store, a large PV array and 
new façade treatment with double glazing and increase thermal insulation, realising  
a reduction in energy demand, reduction in carbon emissions and fuel savings.

SUSTAINABlE RETROFIT 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mOTT mAcdONAld lTd 

Client: 
uNIvERsITY OF BRIghTON 

VAlue:
£25m

ArChiteCt: 
FRAsER BROWN  
mAcKENNON ARchITEcTs

M&e engineer:  
mOTT mAcdONAld lTd

COntrACtOr:  
WIllmOTT dIxON

surVeyOr:  
BuRlEY WIlsON FIsh
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Haverstock was appointed to design a new fire arms training centre to support over 
300 officers from Avon and Somerset, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire Police Forces.  
The building contains specialist spaces, such as self-contained and enclosed firing 
ranges, tactical training facilities, offices, classrooms and other related services.  

Blackrock Quarry is in a rural setting in Bristol.  In this context, designing a substantial 
(5,800m2) police training facility that blends into the base of this wonderful disused 
quarry was a unique challenge that required an unusual approach to create the 
perception that the building is an integrated part of the landscape. The brief was  
made even more challenging due to the significant habitat issues. The building 
emerges as an irregular form echoing the geometry of the quarry workings. To blend 
with the quarry walls, the exposed elevations of the building are faced in hand-filled 
angled stone gabions. The building is covered with a bio-diverse roof that over time 
will let the building merge with the adjacent rugged landscape.  

The result of consultation and unusual design approach has created a simple and 
elegant building that complements the natural beauty of the quarry.

POlICE TRAINING CENTRE EMERGES  
FROM RUGGEd lANdSCAPE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
hAvERsTOcK 

Client: 
gAllIFORd TRY

VAlue:
£16m

ArChiteCt: 
hAvERsTOcK

M&e engineer:  
AEcOm

COntrACtOr:  
gAllIFORd TRY

BLACKROCK QUARRY 
TRAINING CENTRE

shORTlIsTEd BRISTOl  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015   
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MEADOW VIEW 
shORTlIsTEd dERBYSHIRE |  COMPlETEd FEBRUARY 2016    

The Meadow View is located in an area of outstanding natural beauty in Derbyshire 
with stunning vistas over the Darley Dales. Located a short distance from the 
historical towns of Matlock and Matlock Bath, Meadow View is a Residential Care 
facility commissioned by Derbyshire County Council for the elderly with serious 
age-related illnesses, such as dementia and alzheimer’s. 

The accommodation consists of 16 long term and 16 short term ensuite bedrooms 
with associated dining and lounge areas. The project also includes a restaurant and 
cafe, hair dresser for general use by the public, as well as a day centre, activity rooms, 
consultancy rooms and treatment facilities.

Meadow View is a flagship development for Derbyshire County Council in delivering 
services for older people with more complex levels of care and promotes individual 
requirements for independence, well-being and dignity. The client’s vision was to 
create a centre that was as domestic as possible.

The centre is designed to embody and champion the natural heritage of the locality, 
whilst positively dispelling the stigma associated with buildings for the elderly. The 
design vision provides a welcoming and contemporary building that enhances its 
location and becomes a welcome addition to the Darley Dales landscape.

WElCOMING NEW HOME FOR  
EldERlY RESIdENTS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
glANcY NIchOlls ARchITEcTs lTd

Client: 
dERBYshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£9m

ArChiteCt: 
glANcY NIchOlls ARchITEcTs lTd

M&e engineer:  
dERBYshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

COntrACtOr:  
BAlFOuR BEATTY

surVeyOr:  
dERBYshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl
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The Arts University Bournemouth (AUB) institution offers specialist education in art, 
design, media and performance. This scheme is an initial phase of a master plan for 
the development and expansion of the Wallisdown campus, supporting the future 
aspirations of the institution.

One of the University’s key strategic objectives is to improve the experience for existing 
and future students in terms of the university’s offer of support services by improving 
the quality, size, appearance and accessibility of the current buildings and spaces. 

Previous studies have shown that students at AUB utilize support services more 
than students at other universities. A suite of new buildings designed to passivhaus 
standards provides improved and expanded facilities for the AUB Student Services, 
Student Union, and Facilities Management departments, providing greater capacity  
to the established and well staffed operations delivering these services. 

“The building is suitably serious, brick framed but defined primarily by solemn  
graphite cladding, window and ventilation assemblages, broken only at the entrance 
by a flash of bright yellow. The staff said the calming and comforting atmosphere 
plays a significant role in the success of their mission.” RIBA Journal, April 2016.

STUdENT SERVICES KEY PART OF 
dEVElOPMENT  

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ARTs uNIvERsITY, BOuRNEmOuTh 

Client: 
ARTs uNIvERsITY, BOuRNEmOuTh 

VAlue:
£2.3m

ArChiteCt: 
dEsIgN ENgINE 

M&e engineer:  
Avus cONsulTINg

COntrACtOr:  
mORgAN sINdAll 

surVeyOr:  
cApITA

AUB STUDENT 
SERVICES

shORTlIsTEd dORSET  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2015    
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THE BOx THEATRE 
shORTlIsTEd ESSEx  |  COMPlETEd NOVEMBER 2015    

The ‘Box Theatre’ is a new performing arts building at Redbridge College’s  
Chadwell Heath campus. 

The new theatre is made up of music recording studios, teaching spaces and a  
264 seat performance space. This performance space doubles as a multi-purpose  
hall with retractable seating making room for enrolment, exhibitions and gatherings. 

The building is conceived as an elevated translucent box sitting on a plinth of  
black brickwork, clad in coloured, translucent glazing to create a vibrant facade.  
The reception area sits within a double-height foyer area, creating the new  
entrance and updated public face of the College.

The performance centre was awarded the BREEAM excellent rating.

A COlOURFUl PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
AYRE chAmBERlAIN gAuNT 

Client: 
REdBRIdgE cOllEgE 

VAlue:
£5m

ArChiteCt: 
AYRE chAmBERlAIN gAuNT

M&e engineer:  
mIchAEl JONEs AssOcIATEs

COntrACtOr:  
lAKEhOusE

surVeyOr:  
WOOdlEY cOlEs
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The Met Office’s new world-leading supercomputing facility provides a focus for global 
environmental science in the south west region, centred on the Exeter Science Park. 
The new science facility comprises of an IT hall housing the supercomputer and a 
collaborative flexible workspace. The vision for this space was to create an 
environment that supported everything from individual concentrated working to  
social group working with opportunities for networking and informal interaction  
with a kitchen and café area. 

The concept was extended to include external environments conducive to science a 
nd research teams through the hard-landscaped terraces and meeting spaces set 
amongst extensive areas of native trees, shrubs and flowering plants to ensure the 
Met Office maintain their UK Biodiversity Benchmark targets. 

Consideration was given in the design stages to the high security and confidential 
nature of the project and the impact of noise on the internal spaces due to its proximity 
to the M5. The site features an innovative and sustainable design which enhances the 
client’s capability to strengthen collaborations with partners around the world. 

The result is an instantly recognisable building which articulates the importance of  
the project and the pioneering work being undertaken by the Met Office.

A STRIKING AddITION TO THE ExETER 
SCIENCE PARK 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ATKINs lTd 

Client: 
mET OFFIcE 

VAlue:
£15m

ArChiteCt: 
ATKINs lTd

M&e engineer:  
ATKINs lTd

COntrACtOr:  
WIllmOTT dIxON

surVeyOr:  
FAIThFul & gOuld

MET OFFICE 
shORTlIsTEd ExETER  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2016    
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UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
FARNBOROUGH  
COLLEGE

shORTlIsTEd FARNBOROUGH   |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    

The new entrance building is the first thing that visitors see when entering the 
campus, so with this in mind the striking design used materials such as an exposed 
CLT/steel frame, handmade chablis bricks and bespoke light-coloured mortar.

The new building providing a reception area, study and teaching rooms, seminar areas, 
breakout spaces, a learning and research centre and amenities, including a cafeteria.

The selected supply chain brought market-leading expertise and made valuable 
contributions to the project’s success by helping overcome challenges. One such 
challenge was the crane lifting operations and the building’s proximity to Farnborough 
airport runway. The permissible crane jib height depended on the wind direction – an 
easterly wind – 19m and westerly winds – 33m. This fundamentally impacted on the 
CLT/steel frame and timber cassette façade construction. Workshops were held with 
the preferred supplier to develop an alternative superstructure methodology, with the 
façade panels installed progressively with the frame. This enabled the crane to remain 
close to the lifting area which kept jib heights within lifting limits.

A FlAGSHIP FACIlITY 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
FARNBOROugh cOllEgE

VAlue:
£5.7m

ArChiteCt: 
NIchOlAs hARE

M&e engineer:  
pETER BRETT 

COntrACtOr:  
mAcE lTd

surVeyOr:  
mEA
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
FEIldON + mAWsON llp 

Client: 
NWEs ANd ThE BOROugh cOuNcIl 
OF KINg’s lYNN ANd WEsT NORFOlK 

VAlue:
£4m

ArChiteCt: 
FEIldON + mAWsON llp

M&e engineer:  
mlm

COntrACtOr:  
R g cARTER

surVeyOr:  
AEcOm

shORTlIsTEd KING’S lYNN  |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    

KING’S LYNN 
INNOVATION CENTRE

The King’s Lynn Innovation Centre (KLIC) is the first commercial building to be built in 
the Nar Ouse Regeneration Area (NORA) and it is hoped that it will set a high design 
benchmark for future adjacent projects.
 
At the heart of KLIC is the provision of top specification serviced office space with  
a flexible planning grid, high levels of natural daylight throughout, low running costs, 
managed workspace, formal and informal meeting and break-out spaces and a 
building that start-up businesses wish to be associated with.
 
The brief specifically asked that the building achieve a high visual impact when viewed 
from the A47 to the south and act as a new gateway into King’s Lynn.  In response, the 
meeting and conference spaces were stacked into a four storey element with the four 
storey atrium space (containing reception and break-out spaces) separating it from 
the two storey office space to the north.  Additionally, the building is clad in a 
combination of glazed curtain walling, Marley Eternit, Rockpanel Chameleon, cedar 
soffits and Lignacite Linear bricks, creating a chameleon like effect to the exterior of 
the building.  

NEW GATEWAY FOR KING’S lYNN
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LEEDS UTC
shORTlIsTEd lEEdS  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mOTT mAcdONAld lImITEd

Client: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY

VAlue:
£9.4m

ArChiteCt: 
RAcE cOTTAm AssOcIATEs lTd

M&e engineer:  
BAm dEsIgN

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
mOTT mAcdONAld lImITEd

This spectacular example of a nationally important, grade II listed engineering works  
is not immediately conducive to supporting the needs of a University Technical College. 
Complex due diligence appraisals were necessary to inform the technical viability of 
‘unlocking’ the site from the existing premises.

The building and site constraints were targeted at the outset to ensure that the  
scheme proposals developed holistically, preserving the historic building fabric so  
that compromise was not required during construction. The existing factory building 
underwent partial demolition, substantial repair, and reconstruction before integrating 
the new steel frame, floors, and walls to form this state of the art facility that provides 
over 5,100m2 of new specialist education accommodation over three floors for 
600 students. 

The internal layout embraces the existing window layout and highly glazed roof structure, 
maximising natural daylighting internally and the impressive masonry facades were 
sympathetically repaired to meet the Local Authority requirements. 

Opened in September 2016, on time and to budget, the UTC Leeds offers a first-class 
academic and vocational experience for young people aged 14-19, and helps address 
the skills needs of the manufacturing and engineering industry in the Leeds City region.

WEST YORKSHIRE’S FIRST  
UNIVERSITY TECHNICAl COllEGE
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mOTT mAcdONAld lTd

Client: 
NETWORK RAIl

VAlue:
£20.3m

ArChiteCt: 
AhR ARchITEcTs

M&e engineer:  
mOTT mAcdONAld lTd

COntrACtOr:  
cARIllION RAIl lTd

shORTlIsTEd lEEdS  |  COMPlETEd dECEMBER 2015    

LEEDS STATION 
ENTRANCE

Leeds Station Southern Entrance (LSSE) is a striking landmark constructed directly 
above the River Aire.  It is an iconic gateway, connecting the station to the new South 
Bank Urban Village Community, providing a catalyst for further economic growth.

New ramps and bridges provide stepped and step free access from the banks of the 
River Aire, and Dark Neville Street to a new concourse located directly above the river 
channel. From here lifts, escalators or stairs transport passengers 12m vertically to a 
new ticket hall positioned above the electrified railway, connecting to the existing station 
concourse beyond. The design and construction of the new station entrance overcame 
numerous engineering complexities including building foundations within the river; 
designing for the 1:200 year flood level; interfacing with and strengthening the Victorian 
masonry viaduct; connecting with the existing Leeds Station buildings; and constructing 
over the electrified railway during 8-10 hour rail possessions. 

The scheme was complex, ambitious, and will serve the region for decades. It has been 
constructed with little disruption to the public at one of the country’s busiest railway 
stations employing innovative design and construction techniques.  Thousands of 
people are now benefitting from it each day. 

A STRIKING lANdMARK ABOVE 
THE RIVER AIRE
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BELLERIVE 6TH FORM 
shORTlIsTEd lIVERPOOl  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    

The challenge to the design team was to create a new face for Bellerive onto  
Sefton Park, which is typified by grand listed merchant villas, whilst providing modern 
teaching accommodation. The solution was to create a modern interpretation of the 
villa. The scale and massing of the new block is akin to the villa blocks, but is executed 
in a very modern fashion.

This new teaching and 6th form building is part of Bellerive FCJ estate, one of a 
number of secondary schools redeveloped under Liverpool City Council’s Building 
Schools for the Future (BSF) rescue programme. Bellerive School is set in a number  
of villas over three sites, spanning between the Grade 1 listed Sefton Park and the 
Grade II* listed Princess Park. The site is also within a conservation area and many  
of the buildings are listed.

The ground floor of the scheme accommodates the communal requirements of a 
school, providing reception, offices, refractory, music hub and a chapel/drama space. 
These are open and interconnecting, whilst being afforded generous natural lighting 
via an atrium. The upper floors provide teaching spaces with the top floor providing 
a 6th form hub and rooms that benefit from generous vaulted ceilings and stunning 
views over Sefton Park.

CREATING A NEW FACE FOR  
A REdEVElOPEd SCHOOl

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
KWs ARchITEcTs

Client: 
BEllERIvE schOOl

VAlue:
£6m

ArChiteCt: 
KWs ARchITEcTs

M&e engineer:  
KWs m&E ENgINEERs

COntrACtOr:  
mORgAN sINdAll

surVeyOr:  
KWs
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
sOAs 

VAlue:
£20m

ArChiteCt: 
mAcE lTd

M&e engineer:  
mAcE lTd

COntrACtOr:  
gRAhAm cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
mAcE lTd

shORTlIsTEd lONdON  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    

SOAS

The new Paul Webley Wing involved refurbishment and extension of Charles Holden’s 
Grade II* listed Senate House North Block in Bloomsbury, consolidating a number of 
facilities into one building and providing a major new student and academic social hub.

One of the most significant accomplishments was the re-purposing of a redundant 
external space through the integration of an innovative double-curved glazed courtyard 
roof, which adopts the highest quality architectural detailing to deliver a ‘light-touch’ 
intervention. In addition to the new central space, the project delivers over 6,500m2 
of refurbished accommodation, peeling back the layers of intervention and revealing 
original features of travertine clad walls, panelled ceilings and stone flooring. 

The Paul Webley Wing demonstrates that modern and flexible learning environments 
can be delivered by creatively reusing existing estates and capitalising on the 
unexpected opportunities that they present. The new interventions and sensitive 
refurbishment complement and articulate Holden’s original design, whilst the decision 
not to build new has provided a strong identity for the SOAS community, protected the 
character of the Bloomsbury Conservation Area and maintained SOAS’s dedication to 
being guardian of the listed building, all whilst providing a modern learning space that 
has become a centre for informal student-academic engagement on the campus.

A MOdERN SOCIAl lEARNING HUB  
IN A HERITAGE SETTING
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HOLY TRINITY  
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

shORTlIsTEd lONdON  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2016   

Holy Trinity demonstrates a bold but pragmatic approach to delivering new homes and 
school places in urban locations, responding to the limited availability of public funding 
and seeking to address the compromises that schools often suffer on small sites. 

The design vertically stacks 101 apartments above a new two form entry primary school 
building, separating them with an innovative double height, open air play deck that 
significantly increases outside play space despite the addition of housing to the site 

This enables the school to occupy most of the ground floor and separates it from the 
residential above, projecting its civic role and defining it as an important community 
resource. Dedicated residential entrances to the north and south enable the school 
in- between to benefit from central entrances and directly accessible mature 
landscape that activate and enhance the surrounding street scenes.

The apartments above, benefitting from a rooftop garden and views across London, 
successfully cross-subsidised 100% of the school construction costs, offering an 
alternative financial delivery model for the provision of school places and homes 
without public subsidy. Combined with increased community access to the new 
facilities, the project creates a vibrant, mixed-use development that raises aspirations 
and demonstrates an apt approach to place making.

ABOVE ANd BEYONd

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ROcK TOWNsENd ARchITEcTs 

Client: 
lONdON dIOcEsAN BOARd  
OF schOOls

ArChiteCt: 
ROcK TOWNsENd ARchITEcTs +
sTOcKWOOl

M&e engineer:  
gREEN BuIldINg dEsIgN 
cONsulTANTs + mENdIcK WARINg 

COntrACtOr:  
TElFORd hOmEs plc

surVeyOr:  
sAWYER & FIshER
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
hAmsON BARRON smITh 

Client: 
BROAdlANd gROWTh lTd

VAlue:
£2.8m

ArChiteCt: 
hAmsON BARRON smITh 

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
R g cARTER

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup

shORTlIsTEd NORWICH  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    

CARROWBRECK 
MEADOW 

Carrowbreck Meadow is a development of 14 Passivhaus homes. This landmark 
scheme sets new benchmarks for sustainable development, delivering a mixed tenure 
scheme, which provides affordable housing for the local community that exceeds 
planning requirements, and is truly tenure blind, demonstrating the inclusive nature  
of the development creating a sustainable and energy efficient community.

The thermal bridge and draught free building envelopes significantly exceed 
regulations, while the positioning of the homes maximises the access to solar  
gain in winter and prevents over heating in summer.

Community benefits include a woodland path, forming a green corridor between 
Norwich City and Drayton woods; an animal haven; a new footpath to the nearest  
bus stop improving accessibility to Norwich; and woodland management involving 
local residents.

The development has created comfortable healthy homes that are affordable to run, 
eliminating fuel poverty and future proofing these homes for the demands of our 
changing climate. 

lARGEST PASSIVHAUS dEVElOPMENT  
IN GREATER NORWICH
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WEST CALDER LIBRARY
shORTlIsTEd SCOTlANd  |  COMPlETEd jUNE 2016    

The first Carnegie library in the old county of Midlothian opened in West Calder 20th 
November 1904. With a ceremonial golden key, the former British Prime Minister, Lord 
Rosebery, unlocked the door to a world of free books.

The currently category ‘B’ listed West Calder Library building, described as “a jewel  
of a Carnegie Library” in the Illustrated Architectural Guide to West Lothian, stands  
in neat, landscaped grounds on a hilly tight wedged site. 

The library building as a whole has been carefully and sympathetically refurbished 
both externally, stonework, windows and roof and internally including new energy 
efficient mechanical and electrical systems, LED lighting, insulation and double 
glazing. Bringing the building up to current standards where possible and with careful 
consideration to the existing listed elements and features, to preserve the building for 
many more generations to come.

The former librarian’s residence below has been converted into bright semi-open 
plan offices, connected via a new passenger lift to the main level which allows three 
essential Council services to be provided to the local community under one roof within 
the small existing footprint.

A challenging and rewarding project that has been well received by both staff, members 
of the public and especially the children that use the new children’s library area.

lIBRARY CONSERVATION FOR  
FUTURE GENERATIONS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
WEsT lOThIAN cOuNcIl

Client: 
WEsT lOThIAN cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£630K

ArChiteCt: 
WEsT lOThIAN cOuNcIl

M&e engineer:  
WYg

COntrACtOr:  
clARK cONTRAcTs

surVeyOr:  
cuRRIE & BROWN
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
FIFE cOuNcIl pROpERTY sERvIcEs 

Client: 
FIFE cOuNcIl EducATION 
sERvIcEs 

VAlue:
£22m

ArChiteCt: 
FIFE cOuNcIl pROpERTY sERvIcEs

M&e engineer:  
FIFE cOuNcIl pROpERTY sERvIcEs

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION lTd

surVeyOr:  
dAvId AdAmsON + pARTNERs

shORTlIsTEd SCOTlANd  |  COMPlETEd jUNE 2016    

WINDMILL  
COMMUNITY CAMPUS

This modern community campus for Kirkcaldy brings together four separate facilities 
in one new building and in doing so joins up various community functions and also 
helps Fife Council rationalise its property estate. 

State of the art learning spaces are all linked to a flexible multi-use internal street. 
This is matched by an external environment that promotes outdoors teaching,  
play and sport. It is expected these facilities will inspire lifelong learning within the 
local community.

The new Rosslyn School caters for 24 young people with complex additional support 
needs and has its own secure external learning and play area, whilst linking to the 
overall campus so it can benefit from all the associated facilities. 

The Windmill public library and local office are bright and flexible open plan spaces 
supported by interview rooms and a café seating area.

The community programme is also now established and the local public are 
benefitting from full access to the facilities. 

Since the campus opened it has proved to be a huge success. 

A jOINEd UP COMMUNITY CAMPUS
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THE WORD 
shORTlIsTEd SOUTH SHIEldS  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
FAulKNERBROWNs ARchITEcTs

Client: 
sOuTh TYNEsIdE cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£13.5m

ArChiteCt: 
FAulKNERBROWNs ARchITEcTs

M&e engineer:  
dEscO

COntrACtOr:  
BOWmER & KIRKlANd

surVeyOr:  
REx pROcTER & pARTNERs

The Word represents a real paradigm shift in the community library building typology. 
It is a library for the 21st century, celebrating the dynamic relationship between 
people, books, traditional media and interactive technologies, in a truly inspiring 
environment. The Word is a place for people; the human-centric design placing the 
individual at the heart of the opportunity to interact, learn and delight.

Inspired by the fanning out of the pages of a book, it is not only a repository for the 
written word, but a destination of cultural interest, attracting visitors from near and far.

The Word captures the imagination of demographics not usually associated with this 
building type, creating a diverse and inclusive space which provides opportunities for 
all. The purity and strength of a circular building emerged from all of the influences 
and requirements set out by the urban grain, and the social and community ambitions. 
It is representative of The Word’s contribution to society: a community gathering 
space of equal parts.

NATIONAl CENTRE FOR 
THE WRITTEN WORd 
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs.  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl  

Client: 
suRREY cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£14.4m

ArChiteCt: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs,  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

M&e engineer:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs, 
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

COntrACtOr:  
OsBOuRNE

surVeyOr:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs, 
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

shORTlIsTEd SURREY  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    

PORTESBERY  
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS SCHOOL

Portesbery SEN School was created by Hampshire County Council working in 
partnership with Surrey County Council. It provides Special Educational Needs 
facilities for 105 pupils aged 2-19 who have a range of severe learning difficulties, 
profound and multiple learning difficulties and autistic spectrum disorders. 

The school is located on the former Deep Cut Barracks in Surrey and responds 
sympathetically to the surrounding Green Belt Area and Site of Nature Conservation 
Importance (SNCI) adjacent. Designed as a series of ‘barn’ forms that break up the 
scale of the building and identifies key elements such as the hall, hydrotherapy and 
post sixteen area. The composition provides a sense of transition and discovery  as 
pupils progress from the secure and nurturing early years environment,  to the post 
sixteen ‘House’  with its strong connectivity with the community in order to develop 
their life skills. 

TRANSFORMATION FROM ARMY 
BARRACKS TO A BEAUTIFUl SCHOOl



31WWW.THESPACES.ORG.UK

THE OCULUS 
shORTlIsTEd WARWICK  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

The Oculus provides the University of Warwick with a new flagship teaching and 
learning building, the first on the campus to be dedicated purely to cross-faculty 
teaching with bookable spaces available to all academic departments. 

The development was borne out of research by the University which found that  
multi-faculty buildings would enable greater knowledge sharing and socialising 
between students from across the full range of academic subjects thus enhancing 
their overall experience and promoting a forward thinking educational pedagogy 
gaining momentum within the academic sphere.

From start to finish, The Oculus project has been a showcase of innovative practice.  
It adopted collaborative two-stage procurement with fair payment and risk sharing.   
It involved all stakeholders from briefing stage workshops through to construction 
site tours to achieve universal support. It translated the University’s design aspirations 
into an iconic, landmark building which is instantly recognisable. It also harnesses the 
latest in audio-visual technology to enhance the student experience. 

A “one team” approach, resulted in a building which has achieved the complete 
package of striking visual appeal, high sustainability, strong performance and 
abundant technology; all based around maximising the end user experience.

SHAPING A dIGITAl ANd  
COllABORATIVE FUTURE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pIcK EvERARd 

Client: 
uNIvERsITY OF WARWIcK

VAlue:
£14m

ArChiteCt: 
BERmAN guEdEs sTRETTON

M&e engineer:  
dERRY BuIldINg sERvIcEs

COntrACtOr:  
WIllmOTT dIxON

surVeyOr:  
pIcK EvERARd
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs, 
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

Client: 
ThE dEAN ANd chApTER OF 
WINchEsTER cAThEdRAl 

VAlue:
£1.8m

ArChiteCt: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs, 
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

M&e engineer:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs, 
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

COntrACtOr:  
JOhN hOBdEN lTd

struCturAl engineer:  
mANN WIllIAms

shORTlIsTEd WINCHESTER  |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    

WESSEx  
LEARNING CENTRE 

The Dean and Chapter of Winchester Cathedral have an ongoing programme of new 
and innovative opportunities for learning and participation at the Cathedral to increase 
access for a wider audience. This project has extended the learning facilities into a 
new building, as well as remodelling the existing education facilities.

Being within the Cathedral Close, an area designated as a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument and surrounded by Grade I listed buildings, inevitably influenced the  
high level of stakeholder consultation and the final design. 

The new learning centre has been designed as a building within the garden, with a 
large sweeping roof over the glazed oak framed structure beneath. It is deliberately 
kept away from the historic garden walls to create the feeling of sitting within a 
garden and to provide views of the cathedral itself. A contemporary version of an 
Apothecary’s Garden has been created and planted with plant and herb species that 
would have been grown there in the past for medicines and balms. 

The building provides a new auditorium which is a multi-functional and fully 
accessible space with the capacity for a whole school year group at a time. It will 
enable a much greater range of activities and bring a completely new perspective  
to understanding of life in the Cathedral’s past.

BlENdING THE Old WITH THE NEW
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Westgate All Through School

SPACES Civic Building of the 
Year Award 2016. Joint Winner 

Delivering value and quality in the 
public sector

Castle Hill Junior School 

SPACES Award 2016. Shortlisted

We are 
proud 
to be 
supporting 
SPACES

www.hants.gov.uk/
business/propertyservices
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NOMINATED 2017
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NOMINATIONS

scOTlANd &  
NORTh EAsT
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The new East Riding Leisure facility has become a major asset to the town. The 
design is a bold response to its unique setting, dramatically exploiting its elevated 
position. The contemporary interpretation combines classic design elements from  
the seaside with meticulous material selection and detailing. This is particularly 
important as the internal and external environments offer real challenges from 
humidity, chemicals, salt laden air and even seagull attack!

The design is built around full public access to showcase opportunities for locals and 
tourists to enjoy. Whether it is for a cup of coffee and to enjoy the panoramic view or  
a full day of climbing, swimming or cycling, the building offers high quality throughout.

Environmentally the design has achieved a very low air permeability rating and this 
combined with a large photovoltaic array, combined heating, plant and low energy 
lighting is delivering annual saving of £180,000 compared to the smaller building  
it replaced.

The facility has trebled its income from new memberships and general footfall,  
and has been a great catalyst for further regeneration in the resort.

NEW lEISURE FACIlITY BOOSTS 
TOURISM ANd REGENERATION

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
EAsT RIdINg OF  
YORKshIRE cOuNcIl 

Client: 
EAsT RIdINg OF  
YORKshIRE cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£21m

ArChiteCt: 
ERIF – BuIldINg dEsIgN gROup 

M&e engineer:  
BAm cONsTRucTION

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION 

surVeyOr:  
FAIThFul + gOuld

EAST RIDING  
LEISURE CENTRE

BRIdlINGTON  |  COMPlETEd MAY 2016    
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DURHAM 
CREMATORIUM 

dURHAM |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

In autumn 2016 the Central Durham Crematorium Joint Committee completed a  
four phase programme of improvements to the public areas of Durham crematorium. 
Whilst services continued throughout without causing disruption, this comprised:

Phase one increased the office accommodation, interview room and new entrance. 
Previously the staff were dispersed in very cramped quarters throughout the premises 
including in a timber outbuilding.The new scheme allowed members of the public to 
visit the crematorium and speak to staff without having to go via the main entrance 
where mourners might be gathered. 

Phase two was a new, octagonal chapel for the books of remembrance to enable the 
release of space within the main block for increasing the size of the chapel.

Phase three included internal adaptations to increase the capacity of the chapel from 
sixty to just over a hundred people. An extension to the front of the main block also 
included new WCs, waiting room and a vestry. New main entrance doors allowed for 
the increased height of floral tributes placed on top of coffins and a new rear exit 
allowed mourners to leave without mingling with others arriving for the next service.

Phase four was new external canopies designed sympathetically to the architecture of 
the main block, to provide a degree of protection for mourners against the elements.

ATTENTION TO dETAIl IS KEY TO 
CREMATORIUM IMPROVEMENTS 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
duRhAm cOuNTY cOuNcIl

Client: 
cENTRAl duRhAm  
cREmATORIum JOINT  
cOmmITTEE

VAlue:
£744K

ArChiteCt, M&e engineer, 
COntrACtOr & surVeyOr:
duRhAm cOuNTY cOuNcIl – 
TEchNIcAl sERvIcEs 
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Located in a quiet suburb of Hull, the new Wolfreton School and Sixth Form College 
cuts a striking silhouette. Delivered in three phases totalling 76 weeks. 

The modern main building houses 1,675 pupils and over 200 staff across 11,600m2 
of accommodation. It contains light, modern and durable facilities, including a theatre 
with retractable seating, sixth form centre and an impressive three-storey dining hall. 
Sleek design features and crisp finishes impart a high quality feel throughout despite 
being delivered within a constrained budget. 

Works included demolishing the existing school and creating a bespoke sports hub 
with six-court sports hall, fitness studios and changing rooms. Outside there is an FA 
size all-weather, 3G pitch with floodlighting, play areas and outdoor amphitheatre.

Care was taken to involve the school in decisions such as the colour of the walls and 
acoustic panelling. This created a sense of ownership among pupils and teachers 
alike, resulting in a top quality build that is prized by the school.

FAST TRACK PROjECT dElIVERS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY 

Client: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY 

VAlue:
£22.2m

ArChiteCt: 
RYdER ARchITEcTuRE 

M&e engineer:  
sIlcOcK lEEdhAm cONsulTINg 
ENgINEERs

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION lTd

surVeyOr:  
ARcAdIs

WOLFRETON SCHOOL
EAST YORKSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    
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HESSLE HIGH SCHOOL 
EAST YORKSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd dECEMBER 2015    

The 1,550-pupil Hessle High School is an exceptional combination of a new build and 
listed building refurbishment, which used sympathetic design to achieve high impact 
on a constrained budget. The project intelligently employed phased construction to 
enable the build to proceed without any disruption to the day-to-day operation of the 
school, which was very close to the new build site. 

The new build distinguishes itself through the sensitive adaptation of the Grade II 
listed Tranby House. Using detailed understanding of English Heritage planning 
requirements, the space was fully modernised to educational standards whilst still 
maintaining the traditions of the school. The project was completed with the 
construction of a separate sports hall to include public use, with the two spaces 
seamlessly integrated through clever and generous use of space and excellent 
acoustic properties.

The completed project has had a hugely positive impact in enabling the school to be 
co-located on one site. The new facility creates a single dedicated space for the Sixth 
Form, conveying a sense of community, space and ownership for pupils. The excellent 
final build has been successful in delivering a modern and flexible educational facility, 
which is capable of meeting changing curriculum demands well into the future.

NEW ANd Old BlENd TOGETHER 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY

Client: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY 

VAlue:
£18.5m

ArChiteCt: 
dlA ARchITEcTuRE

M&e engineer:  
ROTARY gROup

COntrACtOr:  
gAllIFORd TRY lImITEd

surVeyOr:  
ARcAdIs
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A transformed of the University of Hull’s Brynmor Jones Library where poet Philip 
Larkin was librarian (1955-1985) involved 16,000m2 of complete refurbishment of two 
key buildings. The 1956 original Art Deco building, and the eight storey plus basement 
Brutalist building that was added in the 1960s, and connectivity between the two were 
improved by a newly formed central atrium space. 

The brief was to create a library for the 21st Century and move forward the agenda 
for university libraries, which had been through a period of rapid change over the last 
decade. This open brief was supplemented by a rigorous audit of the university’s 
requirements: this looked at the challenges of the existing space and how it impeded 
interaction between students and staff as well as how insensitive alterations to the 
fabric of the building hindered the previous wayfinding strategy.  

The brief quickly expanded to include ways of merging traditional library services 
with spaces for interactive and informal learning. This also included delivering a 
design that encapsulates the mature and established reputation that the university 
has for research, creating dedicated areas for postgraduate students. This all had 
to be achieved whilst keeping the library fully operational, with no book or resource 
unavailable throughout the entire construction phase of the project.

REAFFIRMING THE lIBRARY AT THE  
HEART OF THE CAMPUS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
shEppARd ROBsON

Client: 
uNIvERsITY OF hull

VAlue:
£17.4m

ArChiteCt: 
shEppARd ROBsON

M&e engineer:  
ARup

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION lTd

surVeyOr:  
glEEds

BRYNMOR  
JONES LIBRARY

HUll  |  COMPlETEd 2015    
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AYRSHIRE  
CENTRAL HOSPITAL 

SCOTlANd  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

Woodland View is a £46 million adult acute mental health and community facility 
located in Irvine, Scotland. The 206-bed new build hospital is focused on delivering 
inpatient and outpatient mental health services for adults including rehabilitation; 
continuing care; addictions; forensics and intensive psychiatric care.

The hospital’s design also provides organic and functional services for elderly  
mental health, specifically dementia care, and incorporates research by the Dementia 
Services Development Centre at Stirling University. Supportive design features comprise 
of: corridor seating areas overlooking beautiful landscaped gardens, ‘wander loops’, 
dementia friendly signage and a considered colour, artwork and wayfinding strategy  
to help trigger service user memories.

The non-institutional design supports the service user journey to recovery by building 
confidence, offering choice and paving the way for their transition home and into  
the community.

Planned around service user and staff wellbeing the building is safe, spacious and 
sustainable. Full of natural light, the design promotes excellent observation inside and 
out, and encompasses landscaped gardens that promote exercise, rehabilitation and 
recovery. As well as offering gender flexible wards that maintain privacy and dignity.

REHABIlITATION, RECOVERY  
ANd ENABlEMENT

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
IBI gROup 

Client: 
Nhs AYRshIRE & ARRAN  

VAlue:
£46m

ArChiteCt: 
IBI gROup

M&e engineer:  
hullEY ANd KIRKWOOd

COntrACtOr:  
BAlFOuR BEATTY 

surVeyOr:  
IBI gROup
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In 2013 Fife Council determined the existing community centre in the former mining 
town of Kelty was no longer fit to meet the needs and aspirations of the community  
it served.  

Fife Council Property Services were instructed to prepare proposals for the creation 
of a new community centre to serve the people of Kelty. The brief was to create a 
new community centre and four additional classrooms all linked to the existing Kelty 
Primary School. 

Through extensive public consultation the centre was developed as a one stop 
community hub  providing local office facilities, library, learning kitchen, IT suite,  
dance studio, sports facilities, and meeting rooms. Green spaces key to success.

The plan layout is easily understood with the main entrance forming a hub from 
which all key areas of the building are accessed. The link to the school is via a secure 
corridor giving “under one roof” access to a wide range of facilities not normally 
available to a primary school.

NEW COMMUNITY HUB FOR  
FORMER MINING TOWN

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
FIFE cOuNcIl pROpERTY sERvIcEs 

Client: 
FIFE cOuNcIl cOmmuNITY 
lEARNINg & dEvElOpmENT 

VAlue:
£6.2m

ArChiteCt: 
FIFE cOuNcIl pROpERTY sERvIcEs

M&e engineer:  
BlAcKWOOd pARTNERshIp

COntrACtOr:  
FIFE cOuNcIl BuIldINg sERvIcEs

surVeyOr:  
dAvId AdAmsON & pARTNERs

KELTY COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

SCOTlANd  |  COMPlETEd MARCH 2016   
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LEVENMOUTH 
ACADEMY 

SCOTlANd  |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    

The new Levenmouth Academy combines the former Buckhaven and Kirkland High 
Schools and is part of the Building Fife’s Future Programme. The development also 
includes a new further education college building as part of a wider Campus.

The School is designed to accommodate 1,800 pupils provided over three levels along 
with community use provision. The design comprises of a full height street running the 
entire length of the building with teaching wings extending out to the north and south. 
The street contains the dining and other vital social areas. There is a separate assembly/
performance hall, a four court sports hall, two separate gymnasiums, a fitness suite and 
a dance studio. The learning resource centre is located on the first floor within easy 
reach from all levels. 

This approach delivers a school that takes advantage of natural light, ventilation and 
passive supervision opportunities. Externally sports provision will include five grass 
sports pitches, a running track, an all weather sports pitch along with field sports areas.

The main building was completed in July 2016 and occupied at the start of the new term 
in August 2016. Thereafter the existing Buckhaven building was demolished allowing the 
construction of the all weather pitch, two grass pitches and the running track.

jOINEd UP EdUCATION 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
FIFE cOuNcIl pROpERTY sERvIcEs 

Client: 
FIFE cOuNcIl EducATION 
sERvIcEs 

VAlue:
£33m

ArChiteCt: 
AEdAs

M&e engineer:  
RYBKA

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION lTd

surVeyOr:  
huBcO
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Work has now been completed at Strathbrock Partnership Centre in a move that 
brought key community services under one roof in Broxburn. West Lothian Council 
invested £500,000 in the project which has delivered a bright, new modern facility for 
the local community.

A new library and museum have been located in the entrance at the heart of the new 
Partnership Centre. There is also a children’s library, a new Macmillan drop in point 
and an upgraded café. 

These changes will complement existing services including the medical practice, 
pharmacy, customer information centre and a range of council services including 
housing, social policy and the community education centre. Residents will experience 
a one stop shop for many local services.  

ONE STOP SHOP FOR SERVICES

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
WEsT lOThIAN cOuNcIl

Client: 
WEsT lOThIAN cOuNcIl - 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs 

VAlue:
£500K

ArChiteCt: 
WEsT lOThIAN cOuNcIl 

M&e engineer:  
d R muRRAY ENgINEERs

COntrACtOr:  
mAxI cONsTRucTION lTd

surVeyOr:  
cuRRIE ANd BROWN

BROxBURN LIBRARY
SCOTlANd  |  COMPlETEd dECEMBER 2016    
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Construction of the striking new engineering centre formed a cornerstone of Vision 
Tameside, a strategic partnership between Tameside College, Tameside MBC and 
local manufacturing industry. This local alliance was established to provide modern 
training and educational facilities close to Ashton town centre.

The brief called for a statement building allowing the college’s advanced teaching 
facilities to be showcased. The building occupies a narrow strip of land bounded  
by a busy railway line to the west and the main college estate to the north and east.  
The building orientation establishes the master plan for future development phases 
and defines pedestrian circulation patterns around the site.

An internal linear street runs along the east elevation providing access to all floor 
levels by way of a continuous staircase framed behind the fully glazed façade. 
Perforated aluminium panels screen the glazing at the upper floor levels, reinforcing 
the graphical appearance of the building.

Extensive areas of curtain walling afford good visibility of the key vocational teaching 
spaces at ground and first floor levels. The stepped five storey naturally ventilated 
building form serves as a prominent wayfinding landmark and creates a series of 
external teaching decks overlooking the college campus.

A SUSTAINABlE FUTURE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
IBI gROup

Client: 
TAmEsIdE cOllEgE

VAlue:
£7.7m

ArChiteCt: 
IBI gROup

M&e engineer:  
WATERmAN BuIldINg sERvIcEs

COntrACtOr:  
KIER NORThERN 

surVeyOr:  
ARcAdIs

THAMESIDE 
ENGINEERING COLLEGE

ASHTON UNdER lYNE  |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    
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CHURCHFIELDS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

BARNSlEY  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

This project was commissioned to manage the forecast of pupil places within  
the Cudworth area. This local community school project incorporated an elevated 
two-classroom extension to expand the capacity of the school. The concept 
maximised the limited space available to provide modern and effective internal  
and external learning environments for young children.

The project aims to contrast, yet compliment, the existing Victorian school. Accent
colours used throughout the building compliment the school uniform colours and
provide a sense of place. Interior finishes, such as wall colours and carpet design  
lifts the spaces creating vibrant and effective teaching areas for young children.  
The large picture windows captures the views of trees that line the school boundary.

The innovative design retained precious external space by increasing the availability
of high quality green space by a staggering 74%. 

The project has not only provided modern and creative learning environments for 
young children. It has also had a profound impact on their health and wellbeing by 
providing a outdoor areas for sports and activities.

GREEN SPACES KEY TO SUCCESS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
Nps gROup 

Client: 
BARNslEY mETROpOlITAN 
BOROugh cOuNcIl –  
EducATION dEpT

VAlue:
£847K

ArChiteCt: 
Nps gROup

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
gEORgE huRsT lTd

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup
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Workington Leisure Centre was developed to address concerns around health and 
lack of exercise in Allerdale, Cumbria, due to the absence of a quality facility. The new 
building has opened to widespread praise and drew in more than 50,000 new visitors 
in just four months.

Providing a strong visual presence through its exciting design and town centre location, 
the centre is expected to spark further major leisure developments in Workington.

The collaborative project team focused on providing appealing designs and a range  
of facilities to target previously under represented and low activity user groups.

Since opening usage has more than doubled, compared to its predecessor, and there 
has been an 81% increase in women using the facility, this has been recorded as being 
due to the quality and attractiveness of the new centre.

HUGE UPTAKE FOR MOdERN NEW  
lEISURE CENTRE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pIcK EvERARd 

Client: 
AllERdAlE BOROugh cOuNcIl  

VAlue:
£12m

ArChiteCt: 
gT ARchITEcTs 

M&e engineer:  
WhITE YOuNg gREEN

COntrACtOr:  
ROBERTsON cONsTRucTION 
ENglANd

surVeyOr:  
pIcK EvERARd

WORKINGTON  
LEISURE CENTRE

CUMBRIA  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    
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BROADGATE  
PRIMARY SCHOOL  

lEEdS  |  COMPlETEd MAY 2016    

The scheme involved the expansion from a one form entry to a two form entry primary 
school, to meet the requirements of Leeds City Council Children’s Services and school 
place criteria in Horsforth.

The project has resulted in a two-storey, six classroom new build and refurbishment 
and small expansion of the existing nursery and reception class space, including 
additional WCs for staff and pupils. The scheme also included the transformation 
of an existing waterlogged playing field into a multi-use games area, improved car 
parking spaces for staff, new bin store and bike rack space, as well as changes to  
the pedestrian area. 

A new central habitat space forms the focus of the courtyard design with planting  
and seating to be enjoyed by staff and pupils alike. 

ExPANSION ACHIEVES MAjOR 
TRANSFORMATION 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
Nps gROup 

Client: 
lEEds cITY cOuNcIl  

VAlue:
£2.4m

ArChiteCt: 
Nps gROup

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
sTRATEgIc TEAm gROup 

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup
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St Hilda’s is the complete redevelopment of a secondary school on the edge of Grade 
1 listed Sefton Park in Liverpool. It formed part of Liverpool City Council’s Liverpool 
Schools Investment Programme which sought to pick up from the cancelled Building 
Schools for the Future (BSF) programme. The scheme replaced a very dated 1960’s 
school on the same site, originally built for half the number of pupils. Although 
immediately surrounded by residential tower blocks on both sides, the school’s other 
neighbours are a series of Grade 1 and 2 buildings.  

The main teaching area of the school is based around three villa sized blocks arranged 
together to accommodate all of the teaching spaces around a central atrium. This 
simple layout provides easy circulation, good passive supervision, and a whole school 
community feel, all within a bright and airy space.

Halls and dining area are grouped at the rear of the teaching block so they can 
operate independently and also open into one large multifunction space. The sports 
facilities for the school are located in a separate block, allowing easy use by the local 
community out-of-hours.

The remainder of the site is given over to new playgrounds, sports facilities, a faith 
walk and habitat space.

REdEVElOPMENT ENGENdEREd  
STRONG COMMUNITY FEEl 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
KWs ARchITEcTs 

Client: 
sT hIldA’s cOFE schOOl 

VAlue:
£15.5m

ArChiteCt: 
KWs ARchITEcTs 

M&e engineer:  
KWs m&E ENgINEERs

COntrACtOr:  
mORgAN sINdAll

surVeyOr:  
KWs 

ST HILDA’S SCHOOL  
lIVERPOOl  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    
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DEAN TRUST  
ARDWICK SCHOOL   

MANCHESTER  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

A significant shortage of school places led to the design and building of a brand  
new high school in half the time it would ordinarily take. 

The brief was for a 1,200 place school to be built on a highly constrained city 
centre site in less than one year.  The team successfully responded using modular/
hybrid construction techniques with a volumetric design for the teaching areas and 
traditional construction for areas such as the sports hall. This allowed construction 
work to begin off site at the same time as site preparation works began, saving 
programme time. A number of specialists were also employed to solve site specific 
issues including heritage and archaeology, ecology and traffic impact assessments. 
This whole suite of services and reports were planned with precision timing to allow 
the submission of a successful planning application less than ten weeks after initial 
discussions had taken place. 

Fast tack construction was achieved with above ground works being completed in  
26 weeks, this included 161 volumetric modules and 42 modular roof cassettes. 

FROM BlANK PIECE OF PAPER TO PlANNING 
SUBMISSION WITHIN TEN WEEKS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ATKINs lTd 

Client: 
mANchEsTER cITY cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£24m

ArChiteCt: 
ATKINs lTd

M&e engineer:  
ATKINs lTd

COntrACtOr & surVeyOr:  
lAINg O’ROuRKE cONsTRucTION 
WITh sElEcT vOlumETRIc ANd 
cROWN hOusE TEchNOlOgIEs 
BuIldINg sERvIcEs          
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Oldham Leisure Centre is a flagship, town centre gateway building, which involves 
the creation of a new sports and leisure centre replacing any existing dated facilities. 
The new centre attracts talent and hosts local regional televised competition, putting 
Oldham on the national sporting map.
 
The new leisure centre includes an eight lane 25m pool with spectator seating; 
Learner Pool; 100 station fitness suite; three studios; health suite; eight court sports 
hall. The building can also accommodate international badminton, handball, netball 
and a six rink bowls facility. A large café provides relaxation and social activity to 
spectators and the community. 
 
Oldham leisure centre acts as a high quality gateway building connecting the civic 
centre to the other end of the town, while creating a centre of excellence for both 
athletes and the community.

PUTTING OldHAM ON THE  
NATIONAl SPORTING MAP

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd

Client: 
OldhAm mETROpOlITAN  
BOROugh cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£15m

ArChiteCt: 
gT ARchITEcTs 

M&e engineer:  
RAmBOll

COntrACtOr:  
WIlmOTT dIxON

surVeyOr:  
mAcE lTd

OLDHAM  
LEISURE CENTRE

MANCHESTER  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    
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GOLDTHORPE  
PRIMARY SCHOOL

ROTHERHAM  |  COMPlETEd jUlY 2016    

This striking new primary school in a deprived part of South Yorkshire is the product 
of an inspirational partnership and an objective to create economic renewal.

The new landmark building accommodates 310 pupils in a modern, bright and 
spacious design with strong flashes of colour on the exterior of the building. Inside 
there is a gentle, neutral, contemporary colour scheme, with bright accents of colour 
and mood lighting, to create a warm and nurturing environment. The modern learning 
space has classrooms which can be opened up entirely to the outside for outdoor 
lessons and activities.

The head teacher and her staff were actively involved to ensure the homely feel of  
the old school was carried forward into the new building; recognising for some 
students that school is the only constant in their life.

The new school is a valuable addition to Goldthorpe and a striking gateway  
building for the town. 

A BRIGHT ANd SHINING ExAMPlE OF  
EARlY YEARS EdUCATION

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
Nps gROup

Client: 
BARNslEY mETROpOlITAN 
BROugh cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£4.3m

ArChiteCt: 
Nps gROup

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
ROBERTsON YORKshIRE &  
EAsT mIdlANds

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup
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Salford City Council required a two form entry school to be designed and delivered in 
just ten months. In addition to the challenging time-scale there was a strong desire  
for future expansion and community use.  

To meet the tight schedule a hybrid construction technique to combine speed with 
impressive architectural features was used, such as a 5m seemingly floating entrance 
canopy. St Luke’s has been designed to be flexible in all aspects. Classrooms are 
situated around a wide ‘learning street’ each with its own theme and identity. This 
allows groups to break out the classrooms, use the entire space for a range of activities 
and creates a vibrant, stimulating environment, that the children describe as ‘EPIC!’

Responding to the client’s needs, the team has provided a flexible, future proof building 
that has had a positive effect on pupils’ behaviour and can be adapted for wider 
community use. 

‘We feel incredibly fortunate to have such a well-designed school. unlike our previous 
setting, the building now says to our pupils that they are valued and are worth it. We 
can now deliver the 21st century curriculum in a 21st century building.’ 

Kath Partridge, Head-teacher

A HYBRId dESIGN

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ATKINs lTd

Client: 
sAlFORd cITY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£5.4m

ArChiteCt: 
ATKINs lTd

M&e engineer:  
ATKINs lTd

COntrACtOr:  
lAINg O’ ROuRKE      

surVeyOr:  
ATKINs lTd

ST LUKES CofE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL              

SAlFORd  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    
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TINSLEY MEADOWS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

SHEFFIEld  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

Tinsley is in one of the most deprived areas of Sheffield. It had separate infant and 
juniors schools that were in need of significant investment and were not big enough 
to serve the community, meaning that many families had to travel out of the area to 
access education for their children. 

In addition, the schools were located right next to the M1 motorway and a vast 
proportion of the children and families going to the schools had to navigate a main 
road to get there. 

Tinsley now has a brand new primary school on one site, with an additional form of 
entry. It is located further away from the motorway, on the other side of the main road, 
and provides a new high quality learning environment for children and other facilities 
for community use. 

Whilst predominately new build, the project incorporates an existing community 
centre to form part of the accommodation. Staff, children, their families and the local 
community have a fantastic building for now and future generations. 

NEW lOCATION ANd SCHOOl FOR 
TINSlEY CHIldREN

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
TuRNER & TOWNsENd

Client: 
shEFFIEld cITY cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£7.6m

ArChiteCt: 
BONd BRYAN ARchITEcTs

M&e engineer:  
mOTT mAcdONAld

COntrACtOr:  
WIldgOOsE cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
TuRNER & TOWNsENd
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Driving outcomes 
that truly benefit 
our community

We are an independent 
professional services 
company. 

The team behind the 
creation, operation and 
delivery of community 
assets. 

making the difference

Programme Management | 
Project Management |
Cost Management | Advisory

| www.turnerandtownsend.com |

C R E A T I V E

tencreative.co.uk

C r e a t o r s  o f  t h e  s P a C e s  Y e a r b o o k  2 0 1 7

“BIG IDEAS &  
ADVENTUROUS  
DESIGN”

Part of NPS Group
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Harpenden Academy is a new primary school for 420 pupils, located within the 
Harpenden conservation area in Hertfordshire. Part of the new school is housed in a 
beautiful old Victorian boarding school building dating back to 1897 which, although 
locally listed had sat partially derelict over the previous 60 years and was in clear need 
of restoration. 

A two storey extension was carefully designed to echo the gables and pitches of  
the existing building and to complement the surrounding conservation area context. 
It adjoins the existing building and wraps around the north-eastern side of the site to 
form a protected, central, mounded playground. 

This new building and courtyard addressed both a severe 3m level change across the 
site and acoustic concerns brought by a bordering high-speed railway line. It houses 
eight classrooms for the upper school as well as a spacious double height hall, which 
forms the heart of the school both during the school day and after hours when it can 
be hired out for community events. Traditional architectural features such as long 
vertical fenestration, expressed gable ends to pitched roofs and traditional dormers 
are mirrored in the new school building in a playful, contemporary fashion.

A NEW lEASE OF lIFE FOR Old  
BOARdING SCHOOl

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
hARpENdEN FREE schOOl 

VAlue:
£4.5m

ArChiteCt: 
hAvERsTOcK 

M&e engineer:  
chApmAN Bdsp

COntrACtOr:  
WIlmOTT dIxON

surVeyOr:  
mAcE lTd

HARPENDEN FREE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

HERTFORdSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    
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UNIVERSITY OF 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
SCIENCE BUILDING

HERTFORdSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd MAY 2016    

The new science building occupies a prominent site at the heart of the College Lane 
Campus and represents a significant investment for the University. 

The building houses research offices used to assist regional and national projects 
and is also the base for the University’s Doctorate programme in Clinical psychology. 
On the ground floor are a range of advanced computer controlled patient simulators 
which position the building as one of the largest multi professional medical simulation 
centres in Europe. As well as university students, this facility is open to local NHS trusts. 

The building was designed as a simple orthogonal structure that is derived from the 
cellular grid of the flexible laboratory spaces within. A distinctive cladding system 
animates the building, whilst also helping the structure achieve BREEAM excellent. 
A large emphasis was placed on sustainability which is why this building has a living 
wall, green roof and rainwater recycling.

GREEN dESIGNS CONTRIBUTE TO 
ENVIRONMENTAl CREdENTIAlS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
TuRNER & TOWNsENd

Client: 
uNIvERsITY OF hERTFORdshIRE 

VAlue:
£45m

ArChiteCt: 
shEppARd ROBsON lImITEd

M&e engineer:  
cOuch pERRY WIlKEs

COntrACtOr:  
BOuYguEs cONsTRucTION uK

surVeyOr:  
TuRNER & TOWNsENd
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pIcK EvERARd

Client: 
WARWIcK dIsTRIcT cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£11m

ArChiteCt: 
Bm3 ARchITEcTuRE

M&e engineer:  
REgAl mEchANIcAl & ElEcTRIcAl 
sERvIcEs

COntrACtOr:  
WIllmOTT dIxON

surVeyOr:  
pIcK EvERARd

SAYER COURT
lEAMINGTON SPA  |  COMPlETEd dECEMBER 2016   

Sayer Court provides a 76 apartment block and five separate bungalows for people over 
55. This is the first housing scheme commissioned by Warwick District Council for over 
30 years, creating quality new homes that replaced a scheme no longer fit for purpose.

Notable project successes include delivery of Code 4 for Sustainable Homes standard 
housing; faster construction achieved using modern methods; high sustainability 
harnessing technology including biomass and thermal insulation; and a striking design.

Collaborative working enabled the design to be developed in six months and a 
planning application submitted and approved in 11 weeks, securing completion  
within time and budget constraints.
 
During project delivery the team overcame several obstacles to successful delivery. 
This included temporary relocation of a mobile phone mast including piling to ensure 
stability, followed by engagement with the owners of the mast, resulting in relocation 
to an alternative site. A collaborative project team approach ensured this was 
overcome without delaying the completion date.

FIRST HOUSING SCHEME IN 30 YEARS
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SPRINGFIELD  
PRIMARY SCHOOL

NOTTINGHAM  |  COMPlETEd jUlY 2016   

As part of the PSBP, the ESFA selected Bowmer & Kirkland Construction to deliver  
a batch of publicly-funded schools located in the Leicester and Nottingham area. 

Following the demolition of the previous Springfield Primary School, this new single 
storey construction was built to create a 210 place primary school and 26 place 
nursery unit. 

As time constraints and space limitations were major considerations for this project, 
the design team devised a plan to overcome both utilising off site construction and 
in-house manufactured i-SIP System. 

To alleviate the limited site access and footprint issues, the roof was constructed on 
the foundation slab first and then hoisted in sections onto the i-SIP structure, having 
the pre-manufactured platform for roof trusses mitigated working at height risk and 
enabled construction without scaffolding which reduced working area requirements, 
allowed for JIT deliveries and cut the programme by three weeks. 

Early involvement and full collaboration between the delivery partners resulted in a value 
engineered designed school which meets the PSPB’s Facilities Output Specification 
without derogation, capitalising on both use of space and lifetime performance.

INNOVATION TO OPTIMISE PROGRAMME 
dElIVERY ANd SITE CONSTRAINTS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
INNOvARE sYsTEms lTd

Client: 
psBp EAsT mIdlANds

VAlue:
£3.5m

ArChiteCt: 
BONd BRYAN

COntrACtOr:  
BOWmER & KIRKlANd
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KINGS CE (A) SCHOOL 
STAFFORdSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd jUlY 2016    

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
INNOvARE sYsTEms lTd 

Client: 
EducATION FuNdINg AgENcY 

VAlue:
£17m

ArChiteCt: 
mABER ARchITEcTs

COntrACtOr:  
INTERsERvE

The three storey Kings CE (A) school has new state-of-the-art facilities that will 
greatly enhance the educational opportunities of its 900 pupils. The school features 
a hall with retractable theatre style seating; an open-plan learning resource centre 
overlooking spacious dining facilities; and specialist teaching rooms. 

The large triple height atrium creates a sense of gravitas and occasion, the school also 
has a dedicated lecture theatre, a four-court sports hall and dance studio plus a range of 
facilities opened up to the community, including a training bistro and beauty salon.

The team have achieved a scheme, distinctive for its size and innovative use of 
building materials, integrating steel frame and precast concrete stairs with an off  
site construction solution; the i-SIP System. The design significantly reduced the  
risk of settlement in this mega-structure, whilst value engineering reduced costs  
and programme enabling deliver of the 7,300m² superstructure in just 13 weeks. 

The sustainable design resulted in saving 179,000kg in embodied carbon over the 
original specification. Using 206mm i-SIP panels for the external walls achieved a 
U-Value of 0.15 W/m²k across the entire building envelope and reduced capital and 
life-time costs through an impressive 48% saving in space heating energy usage.

UK’S lARGEST SIP STRUCTURE SCHOOl
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
WOlvERhAmpTON cITY cOuNcIl 

Client: 
WOlvERhAmpTON  
gRANd ThEATRE 

VAlue:
£1.1m

ArChiteCt: 
spENcER duvAl 

COntrACtOr:  
spEllER mETcAlFE

surVeyOr:  
WOlvERhAmpTON cITY cOuNcIl

THE GRAND THEATRE 
WOlVERHAMPTON  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

Known locally as The Grand, The Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, was designed in 
1894 by the eminent theatre Architect Charles J. Phipps. The Grade II listed building 
was built in less than six months from laying the first foundation stone to the opening 
night and had seating capacity for a staggering 2,151 people. 

In less than six weeks The Grand has undergone another redevelopment involved 
£1.1m of improvements to all three levels of the front of house and the replacement 
of all 1,200 seats. The ground floor changes include retaining the original foundation 
stone as a feature in the bar; more seating in the stall bar; and the installation of a new 
bar in the Art Deco style. Another bar on the dress circle level has been renamed The 
Utopia Suite after the first ever performance at the Grand Theatre on 10 December 
1894 by Utopia Limited by the Doyly Carte Opera Company. 

And so history comes full circle to The Grand.

A GRANd REdESIGN
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dev consu

A better perspective 
for the public sector

Develop | Consult | Construct | Operate

www.macegroup.com
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
sEAmANs BuIldINg 

Client: 
FAmIlY mOsAIc  
hOusINg sERvIcEs 

VAlue:
£2.2m

ArChiteCt: 
Klh ARchITEcTs lTd 

M&e engineer:  
mlm cONsulTANTs ANd ThE 
ENERgY pRAcTIcE

COntrACtOr:  
sEAmANs BuIldINg

surVeyOr:  
pOTTER RApER 

DIGBY’S COURT
BRAINTREE  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

Family Mosaic commissioned Digby’s Court to replace and upgrade their provision  
of temporary accommodation with support facilities in Braintree. 

The development comprises a mix of studio, one and two bed flats designed to 
promote independence and responsibility in a safe, secure environment with the 
support of on-site staff. 

The design delivers well laid out apartments with good natural daylight providing 
simple, robust and comfortable accommodation for short term stays, whilst still 
retaining a domestic feel. 

The multi-coloured red brick wing blocks, with their dark grey slate gable roofs, sit 
comfortably in the residential context, while the square front corner element, in a 
smart, dark grey brick with flat roof, provides a solid contemporary corner frontage. 
The solid vertical strip timber balustrade is simple but offers a feeling of privacy and 
security to the deck access. 

Opportunities for social interaction are incorporated into the design with seating in the 
secure garden area, generous access decks, community room and communal laundry. 

IMPROVING OUTlOOKS IN BRAINTREE
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SPRINGFIELD
PRIMARY SCHOOL  

CHElMSFORd  |  COMPlETEd MARCH 2016    

The project to permanently expand Springfield Primary School to accommodate an 
additional 90 pupils involved infilling an existing under utilised courtyard. The school 
has gained three additional classrooms, with associated storage, a group room, 
hygiene room and WC’s. 

The new extension has a cedar clad and rendered skin and includes striking circular 
windows. The school were kept involved at key design stages and helped select 
finishes, colours and cubicle door designs, which contributed to their satisfaction  
with the end result. 

New trees were planted, landscaping was carried out and an additional car parking 
area were also undertaken to enhance the scheme. The skill and knowledge of the 
construction team enabled the completion of the build on a tight site, in the middle  
of the existing occupied school, whilst causing minimal impact or disruption.

COllABORATIVE APPROACH KEY  
TO ExPANSION PROjECT

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pIcK EvERARd 

Client: 
EssEx cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£971K

ArChiteCt: 
sTANlEY BRAgg pARTNERshIp 

M&e engineer:  
ThE ENERgY pRAcTIcE 

COntrACtOr:  
BARNEs cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
pIcK EvERARd 
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Moulsham Infant and Junior Schools has undergone a major transformation with  
the Infant School extension increasing capacity by 90 pupils to 360 pupils and the 
Junior School extension increasing capacity by 120 to 720 pupils. In addition, a  
new All Weather Pitch to be utilised by both schools was installed. 

The Infant School used a modular ‘off site fabricated’ construction model to create  
a four classroom and hall extension.

The Junior School work used SIPs panels and other traditional methods to create 
two new classrooms with associated group work areas, as well as an extension to 
the existing school hall to cater for the increase in pupil numbers. A new staff room, 
school kitchen, library hub and flexible group work space were also part of  
the transformation. 

The Junior School includes a curved façade, raised in height to mask passive ventilation 
louvres, solar panels and roof lights. The detailing and cladding of the extensions to both 
schools were carefully considered to compliment the vernacular of the existing schools. 
Timber boards orientated vertically to express with the horizontally of the existing red 
facing brickwork. The curved wall of the Junior School and the distorted box forming  
the small hall of the Infant School are clad in a turquoise green rain screen cladding,  
as reference to features on the existing school buildings.

BlENdING THE NEW WITH THE Old

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pIcK EvERARd

Client: 
EssEx cOuNTY cOuNcIl  

VAlue:
£4.8m

ArChiteCt: 
FIEldEN & mAWsON
 

M&e engineer:  
Js&h

COntrACtOr:  
mORgAN sINdAll

surVeyOr:  
pIcK EvERARd

MOULSHAM INFANT 
AND JUNIOR SCHOOL

CHElMSFORd  |  COMPlETEd dECEMBER 2015    
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CAMULOS ACADEMY 
COlCHESTER  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    

With the expansion of north Colchester a new two form entry 420 place school was 
required for a September 2016 opening. Essex County Council (ECC) in partnership 
with Essex Local Education Partnership (ELEP) worked collaboratively to meet this 
requirement on time and on budget.

It was expected that the school would increase numbers year on year, but the 
academy opened with maximum numbers to its first year group reflecting the  
high standard of building and surroundings provided.

HIGH qUAlITY BUIldING IS FACTOR IN 
HIGH dEMANd FOR PlACES

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
EssEx cOuNTY cOuNcIl

Client: 
EssEx cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£6.5m

ArChiteCt: 
Kss

M&e engineer:  
sKANsKA

COntrACtOr:  
sKANsKA

surVeyOr:  
EssEx cOuNTY cOuNcIl
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The successful implementation of the final phase of the Schools Organisational 
Review (SOR) in Bury St Edmunds was a key strategic priority for Suffolk County 
Council. There was a requirement that from September 2016, when all the Middle 
Schools in the area closed, that King Edward VI School would need to accommodate 
two extra year groups, converting from a 13-18 year old Upper School to a 11-18 year 
old High School.

The school’s media centre has doubled in size, with extensions at either end of the 
building. The changes to the single-storey structure, which features a curved profile 
roof, accommodate the increased demand for information and communication 
technology at the school. 

Through lean planning and collaborative working, the team ensured the project  
was delivered on time, in budget and scored ten out of ten for customer satisfaction 
on handover.

SCHOOl’S MEdIA CENTRE dOUBlES IN SIzE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs 

Client: 
suFFOlK cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£1.7m

ArChiteCt: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs 

M&e engineer:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

COntrACtOr:  
mORgAN sINdAll

surVeyOr:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

KING EDWARD  
VI SCHOOL

IPSWICH  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    
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SKATEPARK, 
WHITEHOUSE PARK 

IPSWICH  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    

The new skate park in Whitehouse Park, Ipswich, is a place to bring together the  
local community and offer youngsters a safe place to socialise. 

The project was a truly multidisciplinary approach, involving landscape architects, 
structural engineers, and bringing in specialist acousticians and skate designers.  
The outline design was voted for by local skaters during the consultation period.

The design cleverly used the site’s natural contours to provide a free-flow bowl park 
and incorporated an acoustic wall to minimise possible disturbance for people living 
near the site. Together with the landscape design, which blends the skate park into  
the wider park, this allowed planning permission to be secured.

SAFE PlACE TO SKATE ANd SOCIAlISE 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

Client: 
IpsWIch BOROugh cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£166K

ArChiteCt: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

M&e engineer:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

COntrACtOr:  
WhEElscApE sKATEpARKs

surVeyOr:  
hYAms chARTEREd suRvEYORs
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OrgAnisAtiOn: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

Client: 
suFFOlK cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£5.84m

ArChiteCt: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs 

M&e engineer:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

COntrACtOr:  
Isg JAcKsON lTd

surVeyOr:  
gIll AssOcIATEs

THE BRIDGE SCHOOL
IPSWICH  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    

For a number of years, The Bridge School had operated from two sites in Ipswich.  
The school caters for children aged three to 16 who have severe, profound and 
complex learning difficulties. Suffolk County Council wanted a new primary campus  
to be built on land adjacent to the existing secondary campus in Sprites Lane. 

Key design considerations included accessibility, ergonomics, internal and external 
colour palettes and the provision of well designed external spaces. The building was 
also designed to be highly efficient and incorporates a biomass boiler, as well as high 
performance building materials including photovoltaic panels to mitigate its impact  
on the environment. 

The stand-alone, single-storey, cross-laminated timber (CLT) frame building provides 
ten classrooms, office and specialist accommodation including a occupational therapy 
and physio gym, soft and sensory play rooms and a new school hall. The use of the 
CLT frame meant that the construction time programme was considerably shorter than 
with traditional methods of construction. A wide ranging landscaping scheme has been 
designed and installed to provide for the specialist needs of the pupils.

BRIdGING THE GAP
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UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
KING’S lYNN  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

The new University Centre houses education and training space including 14 digital 
classrooms, a 120-seat multimedia lecture theatre, offices and social space.

The brief required the design of distinctive, high quality accommodation whilst 
continuing to enhance the overall campus aesthetic.

A key challenge was the delivery of a an intelligent design which achieved strong 
aesthetic and performance within cost constraints.

In accordance with the College’s vision the design included an exposed ceiling, 
lighting, radiant heating, ventilation and acoustic solutions were visible, giving a 
greater feeling of spaciousness. Coordinating this proved complex and required close 
work with the wider design team.

The design has resulted in a striking two-storey building with an active glazed frontage 
forming the south elevation to an open quadrangle. The highly legible building feels 
both light and spacious and has excellent environmental credentials, having received 
a BREEAM excellent rating.

STRIKING CENTRAl lEARNING HUB  
AT THE HEART OF THE CAMPUS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pIcK EvERARd 

Client: 
cOllEgE OF WEsT ANglIA 

VAlue:
£6.5m

ArChiteCt: 
pIcK EvERARd

M&e engineer:  
pIcK EvERARd

COntrACtOr:  
lINdum

surVeyOr:  
FusION
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As part of Suffolk’s Schools Organisational Review (SOR) programme, Lowestoft 
needed a new high school to accommodate 900 pupils aged 11 to 16. The site  
at Pakefield Middle was chosen to fulfil this vision. Delivered over three phases,  
the first was the construction of a new dedicated high school completed in 2011.

With the withdrawal of funding, phase two and three meant there had to be a  
re-think of design, facilities and budget. The brief was to manage these challenges 
and oversee the completion of an exemplar design for the new school, together with  
a new sports hall and MUGA pitch in phase three which would also benefit the local 
community. The School strives to ensure access to buildings and facilities are 
promoted and made available to local residents, and that this is done with careful 
attention to mutual benefit and convenience.

The long-term viability of the school is secure with a rating of “good” by Ofsted and  
the school is heavily oversubscribed. 

NEW SCHOOl AlREAdY OVERSUBSCRIBEd

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs 

Client: 
suFFOlK cOuNTY cOuNcIl – cYp 

VAlue:
£23m

ArChiteCt: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs 

M&e engineer:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

COntrACtOr:  
BARNEs cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
pAYlE & pARTNERs llp

PAKEFIELD  
HIGH SCHOOL

lOWESTOFT  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    
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ASHWICKEN  
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NORFOlK  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    

Ashwicken Primary School is set within a rural location, three miles from the outskirts 
of Kings Lynn. The new single storey building has an efficient layout comprising of 
three classrooms, library, main hall, canteen facility and staff/admin services. 

The school has been designed to create a clear and legible link between spaces, to  
be simple for pupils, staff and visitors to navigate and for the relationships between 
spaces to be logical and intuitive. The external fabric of the building is white render 
and areas where this has been ‘punctured’ to reveal vivid orange cladding recesses 
lead to the classrooms and the main entrance. 

The classroom wing is purposefully south facing consisting of full height glazing.  
The canopy creates the required summer solar shading, and the roof pitch enables 
natural cross ventilation via the high-level north facing windows. Visual connectivity 
has been a strong consideration during the design process linking the building with  
its surrounding environment; where the pupils have a direct view down the length  
of playground and where clear channels have been created to maintain a visual link  
from the entrance through the building to the trees beyond.

A CONTEMPORARY RURAl SCHOOl

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
hAmsON BARRON smITh 

Client: 
NORFOlK cOuNTY cOuNcIl – 
chIldREN’s sERvIcEs 

VAlue:
£2.4m

ArChiteCt: 
hAmsON BARRON smITh

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
gIll BuIldINg

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup
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This purpose built care village has 80 residential flats for people with dementia,  
in addition to 92 flats within the Housing with Care scheme. 

It was an important design consideration that the journey for residents through and 
around the building is clear, logical and intuitive. The plan has a simple organisational 
form with flats radiating from the central communal space. The residents’ gardens  
are designed as a series of open or closed courtyards, acting as ‘rooms in the garden’  
to provide both privacy and security.

The design boasts a number of ancillary spaces that allow the client to offer an 
exemplary level of care. These spaces are provided in the heart of the care village,  
in the community orientated shared central area that is accessible for all residents. 
Contained within this ‘hub’ are a restaurant, café, social club, meeting room, health 
and wellbeing spa, shop, hairdresser, beauty salon, and a library along with support 
spaces and office accommodation. 

The hub is at the heart of the scheme in both a social and administrative sense.  
This area is the focus for social activities for residents and the space where people 
can come together.

A VIBRANT dESIGN, PROVIdING
CUTTING-EdGE CARE HOUSING

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
hAmsON BARRON smITh 

Client: 
NORsEcARE 

VAlue:
£16.4m

ArChiteCt: 
hAmsON BARRON smITh 

M&e engineer:  
Nps gROup

COntrACtOr:  
R g cARTER

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup

BOWTHORPE  
CARE VILLAGE

NORWICH  |  COMPlETEd MARCH 2016    
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WOODBRIDGE FIRE/
POLICE STATION  

SUFFOlK  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    

The key objective of this project was for the two services to remain at the heart of  
the town’s community. The aim of the feasibility study was to assess the options for 
the extension and improvements that would result in Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service 
and Suffolk Constabulary having a shared base at Woodbridge Fire Station.

The Woodbridge Community Fire Station project has highlighted how benefits can  
be achieved through bringing together blue light services in Suffolk.

The integrated partnership approach creates long-term financial savings for  
both parties and secures the continued provision of each public sector service  
in Woodbridge and the surrounding area.

The new 120m2 extension and refurbishment of the existing 1960s fire station has 
allowed the two amenities to cohabit in one location in a facility that, not only meets 
current standards, but is fit for purpose for both blue light services.

The results achieved have moved the public sector in Suffolk a step closer to the 
objective of creating single public sector estates or hubs, sited centrally, that bring 
together services that support the local community.

BlUE lIGHT SERVICES CO-lOCATE 
SUCCESSFUllY

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs 

Client: 
suFFOlK cOuNTY cOuNcIl, 
suFFOlK FIRE & REscuE sERvIcE 

ArChiteCt: 
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

M&e engineer:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs

COntrACtOr:  
sEAmANs BuIldINg

surVeyOr:  
cONcERTus dEsIgN &  
pROpERTY cONsulTANTs
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Celebrating 150 years of excellence

A number of our staff have been recognised by industry 
bodies in the past year. Most notably Maela Baker was chosen 
as one of the Top 50 Women in Engineering under the age of 
35 in a list complied by the Telegraph in collaboration with 
the Women’s Engineering Society (WES), selected from over 
500 nominations. 

Award winning

women - compared with
   the industry average of

Staff          
are

Pick Everard is an equal opportunities employer with a 
progressive equality and diversity strategy. Their staff are 
26% women, an increase of 3% on 2016 - compared with 
the industry average of 7% - and over 24% of staff are from 
ethnic minorities. They are committed to finding ways to 
encourage more women into the construction industry, an 
example of this is through their return to work scheme 
following maternity leave. This involves a bonus of £1,000 
for all staff returning from maternity leave.

A diverse team

Promoting the construction industry in schools, colleges and 
universities is essential to its future and Pick Everard actively 
encourage young people to consider construction careers. 

Pick Everard is forging links with De Montfort University’s 
school of architecture to provide training contracts, and are 
seeking school leavers with an aptitude for building services 
engineering to provide their first step on the career ladder.

The next generation

To find out more visit:  

www.pickeverard.co.uk/about

Find out more

During 2016 Pick Everard marked their 150th year and 
organised a host of celebration events, including cycle rides 
between all offices from Inverness to London; family picnics 
and fun days; and an all-expenses paid black tie dinner to 
round off the year. Pick Everard also committed to leaving a 
legacy and has supported 11 charities around the UK. 

150th year celebrations

The firm encourage staff to participate in charity events 
and have raised over 

for charities including Cancer Research UK, 
NSPCC and Macmillan. 

Architects Health & Safety ConsultantsBuilding Surveyors

Quantity Surveyors

Building Services Engineers Project ManagersCivil Engineers

Structural Engineers

Environmental Consultants

Sustainability & Energy Consultants

Interior DesignersBIM Consultants

Strategic Development Consultants

FM Consultants

Water Engineers

26 7
£50,000
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NOMINATIONS

sOuTh EAsT  
& lONdON
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Garth Hill School’s new 13,700m2 sixth form centre provides a state-of-the-art 
education experience for 350 students and puts wellbeing at the very heart of  
its design. 

The redevelopment was designed using BIM technology and modular construction, 
resulting in a striking triple height dynamic atrium with open decks which provide an 
improved independent work space for the students as well as a volume of air which 
drives the natural ventilation in the classrooms, all of which promotes a relaxed 
learning as well as an academic learning resource area.

The building features science labs, ICT suites, design and technology, art and open 
plan hub, cellular classrooms and a modern engineering workshop equipped for the 
latest developments in STEM teaching. 

As an added service, the project team ran follow up design/ engineering and project 
management workshops at the school to engage students in STEM activities.  
This brings science, technology, engineering and maths to life and encourages  
more children to consider it as a career.

WEllBEING AT THE HEART OF dESIGN

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ATKINs lTd 

Client: 
BRAcKNEll FOREsT cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£7.3m

ArChiteCt: 
ATKINs lTd
 

M&e engineer:  
ATKINs lTd

COntrACtOr:  
WEsTERN BuIldINg sYsTEms

surVeyOr:  
ATKINs lTd

GARTH HILL 6TH FORM
BRACKNEll  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    
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EASTLEIGH 
FIRE AND POLICE HQ 

HAMPSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

The vision of a joint headquarters for Hampshire Constabulary, the Police andCrime 
Commissioner and Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service (HFRS) was a shared one.It 
offered the emergency services the chance to reduce revenue costs by amalgamating 
and pooling resources and equally importantly the opportunity to facilitate better and 
closer physical working relationships. 

The design brief was developed in a series of workshops. It was a challenging process 
which tested the traditions and cultures of the organisations and their procedures and 
operations. However the end result is the first nationally integrated fire and police 
headquarters.

The existing HFRS building has been remodelled and refurbished to create open plan, 
flexible, collaborative joint working spaces with a single joint reception, offices and 
shared resources rooms for over 460 staff. The restaurant and café have been 
designed to offer different areas to eat, work or relax and the communal shared hubs 
have a variety of tables and seating as well as “innovation” walls where new ideas or 
thoughts can be posted.
  

FIRST NATIONAllY INTEGRATEd FIRE  
ANd POlICE HEAdqUARTERS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs,  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

Client: 
hAmpshIRE FIRE ANd  
REscuE AuThORITY 

VAlue:
£4.1m

ArChiteCt: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs,  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

M&e engineer:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs,  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

COntrACtOr:  
mORgAN sINdAll

surVeyOr:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs,  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl
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The brief was to add 300 pupil places to the existing secondary school. This translates 
into 14 teaching spaces; an assembly hall; a Learning Resource Centre (library) and  
a visitor entrance. It also included some refurbishment of the existing school. 

The hidden issue and opportunity which became very apparent in the early dialogue 
with the school was the need for additional and civilising space on an already tight 
site. A bold decision was made to demolish and reclaimed the front of the site. A new 
court was created for the school. This was the civilising space, a ‘quad’, that was to 
become almost immediately a great hit with the students and place to be and hang 
out, to socialise and be seen. 

The wings of the L-shaped new building form two sides of the new court and are 
built with a steel frame expressed into the court as external walkways, so no boring 
corridor to access to the classrooms. These wings have a hard brick outer shell and  
a raw and edgy internal feel. The more permeable inside edges to the courtyard have  
a soft and transparent lining of timber and glass.

The visitor is welcomed into a double height space with clear views through the 
building to connect the reception and library to the rest of the school and create  
a vibrant hub and centre to the school.

SOCIAlISING HUB IS A HIT WITH STUdENTS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY 
 
Client: 
chIldRENs sERvIcEs  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl  

VAlue:
£10m

ArChiteCt & surVeyOr: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY 

M&e engineer:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY 

COntrACtOr:  
BAlFOuR BEATTY

CALTHORPE PARK 
SCHOOL

HAMPSHIRE  |  COMPlETEd FEBRUARY 2016    
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THE POINT 
HANTS  |  COMPlETEd jUlY 2016    

The Point is a two-storey, 410m2 youth club housing two multi-purpose halls, music 
room and recording studio, café, a series of activity pods and break-out spaces, as 
well as an outside recreation space. The project is used by 11-19 year olds during 
weekday afternoons and evenings and is available to the wider community during  
the daytime and weekends.

The young people of Tadley worked in collaboration with the architects to create ideas 
and develop the design through a series of workshops and consultation events. Their 
ideas and aspirations were supported and brought to life through the town’s residents 
who voted to uplift their own council tax charge to help fund the project.

Dark grey fibre cement cladding acts as the skin of the building, wrapping around 
the roof and walls to create a seamless mass into which windows and openings are 
punched. These breaks in the form introduce warmer timber tones through timber 
veneered rain screen cladding which in turn reveal the internal spaces beyond. Inside, 
walls and ceilings use birch faced plywood while the exposed roof structure is made 
of glued laminated timber and plywood panels.
 

AT THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
AYRE chAmBERlAIN gAuNT 

Client: 
TAdlEY ANd dIsTRIcT  
cOmmuNITY AssOcIATION 

VAlue:
£860K

ArChiteCt: 
AYRE chAmBERlAIN gAuNT

COntrACtOr:  
FRANcIs cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
Aps AssOcIATEs
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The £27m scheme aimed to re-clad and re-model the East Wing Tower to create  
a building befitting of its location on the London skyline, whilst providing a long  
term solution to improve weatherproofing and energy efficiency. 

A new layer of glass was added to create a double skin, with timber louvres in the 
cavity to control solar gain. On the rear of the building the new glazing has created 
two triangular atria, which provide additional space for the new bed lifts and helped  
to give the building a new identity. Artwork selected by patients, staff and members of 
the public was installed to bring the atrium spaces to life. The walkways now give the 
illusion of a more spacious ward, and improve the environment by letting in natural 
light. The roof was innovatively improved by using Ethylene Tetra Fluoro Ethylene 
(ETFE) and this has improved the durability of the surface. 

During the construction phase, the team faced numerous logistical challenges which 
were largely caused by the tower’s confined central London location, and the fact that 
work was progressing in close vicinity to clinical procedures. The end result was a 
high quality construction which was well received by the end user along with patients 
and visitors.

FACElIFT FOR lONdON lANdMARK

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
guYs & sT ThOmAs Nhs 
FOuNdATION TRusT
 
VAlue:
£27m

ArChiteCt: 
hOpKINs ARchITEcTs 

M&e engineer:  
ARup ENgINEERINg

COntrACtOr:  
Isg

ST THOMAS HOSPITAL
lONdON  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2015    
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METROPOLITAN POLICE 
SERVICE HENDON

lONdON |  COMPlETEd MAY 2016    

The vision of the Metropolitan Police Service (the Met) was to consolidate its  
existing training facilities into a modern, efficient and flexible complex fit for 21st 
century policing, giving the facility a much-needed update. The Met property strategy 
is to provide a service to the people of London from around 100 buildings, including 
the new training centre and utilise its accommodation to have a clear, professional 
working environment for staff.

This £75m scheme is one of the largest projects undertaken by the Met for many 
years and includes the consolidation of more than 25 outdated buildings, dispersed 
across a 73-acre site, into two. The new facilities, sited on 11 acres at the north end of 
the estate, provide more than 21,500m2 of flexible training and operational space for 
more than 2,000 officers and staff.

The design was influenced from the outset by the client’s vision to create a world-
class learning and teaching environment. There was also a sustainable focus from 
day one, with features including rainwater harvesting, a green roof, permeable paving, 
LED low-energy lighting, a 50% reduction in running costs, as well as efficiencies in 
heating and lighting. 

NEW FACIlITIES FOR MOdERN dAY POlICING

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
mETROpOlITAN pOlIcE sERvIcE 

VAlue:
£75m

ArChiteCt: 
BENNETTs AssOcIATEs

M&e engineer:  
AEcOm

COntrACtOr:  
mAcE lTd

surVeyOr:  
ARcAdIs
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The Coopers Lane Tube Library Project involved the installation of a London 
Underground tube carriage in the school playground to create a dedicated library  
and outdoor learning space. 

The school took the decision at the beginning of the 2015/16 academic year to 
change all their classroom names to London Underground stations to encourage 
pupils to travel into Central London. Their dream of having a real tube carriage 
became reality through donation of a D78 Stock carriage from Transport for London.

Pro bono support totalling over £65,000 enabled the carriage to be transported and 
installed onto newly built foundations, with the carriage connected to extended 
utilities from the existing school supply. Landscaping around the installed carriage 
created a mock station platform, including painted platform markings and a ticket 
office for 600 school children to enjoy for years to come.

lONdON UNdERGROUNd THEMEd 
SCHOOl lIBRARY 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
cOOpERs lANE pRImARY schOOl 

VAlue:
pRO BONO

ArChiteCt: 
ch2m
 

M&e engineer:  
ImTEch

COntrACtOr:  
p J cAREYs plc

surVeyOr:  
mAcE lTd

COOPERS LANE 
PRIMARY’S TUBE 
LIBRARY

lONdON  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    
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TELFERSCOT SCHOOL 
lONdON  |  COMPlETEd MAY 2016    

The project comprises a new build one form entry extension for Key Stage 2 and  
Key Stage 3 pupils.

The new building complements the original, retained school which dates from  
1904 and is in a Conservation Area. The design of the new extension strikes a  
balance between use of sympathetic materials and a distinct modern design, and 
includes new classrooms, a nursery and a new multi-purpose hall to allow the School 
to expand to a two form entry. 

The new building also includes a new catering kitchen to service the entire school.  
In addition, the project includes a range of external spaces including a habitat space 
and play area.
 

CONSERVATION AREA REqUIRES 
SYMPATHETIC dESIGN

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
mAcE lTd 

Client: 
lAmBETh cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£2.8m

ArChiteCt: 
EllIs WIllIAms ARchITEcTs

M&e engineer:  
NORmAN BRAmlEY pARTNERshIp

COntrACtOr:  
JERRAm FAlKus cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
mAcE lTd
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The Queens CofE Primary School is a new build two storey school on the site of the 
existing school playing fields, which was delivered in 40 weeks. The 2,100m2 school 
contains 14 classrooms, three SEN rooms, a music room, library, staff room and two 
assembly halls, which are divided by an acoustic sliding folding partition to provide 
flexible space. 

The scheme consists of pre-cast concrete plank construction to the first floor and 
roof. Rainwater harvesting has been installed to provide water for flushing the first 
floor toilets as well as providing water for external planted areas.

FAST TRACKEd IN 40 WEEKS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
EsFA 

Client: 
EsFA

VAlue:
£5.6m

ArChiteCt: 
pIcK EvERARd 
 
COntrACtOr:  
BOWmER & KIRKlANd

THE QUEEN’S CofE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

lONdON  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    
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CIVITAS ACADEMY 
REAdING  |  COMPlETEd OCTOBER 2016    

In 2012 there was a predicted demand of 2,520 additional primary schools places 
across the Borough of Reading by 2017 and as a result of this a new academy in  
the Oxford Road area was progressed in order to address the shortage of places  
and become a key regeneration project for the local community. 

The project received funding of £6m through the Government’s Targeted Basic  
Need programme in 2013, with the remainder coming from Council investment. 

The new building is located in central Reading and is used by both Civitas Academy 
and the Fairview Community Centre. The site was formerly a railway goods yard 
and vehicle workshop with issues of flood risk, ground, air and noise contamination. 
The design was shaped by the tightness of the site, creating a public facing frontage 
integrating the Community Centre, with the school accommodation stepping up to the 
rear of the site. The classrooms face into the most surprising and valuable feature of 
the project, a courtyard which is a child friendly, safe and nurturing haven. 

Every effort has been made to ensure the long term vitality of this area of Reading, 
and Civitas is a very positive and much needed first step.

GOOdS YARd SITE TO SCHOOl 

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

Client: 
REAdINg BOROugh cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£8.3m

ArChiteCt: 
pROpERTY sERvIcEs
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl

M&e engineer:  
mAcE lTd

COntrACtOr:  
BAlFOuR BEATTY

surVeyOr:  
pROpERTY sERvIcEs  
hAmpshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl



92 SPACES FOR THE COMMUNITY

The Wells Free School is a one form entry primary school located in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
The site originally housed an old Kent and Sussex hospital building which was completely 
demolished and the vibrant and innovative school now brings a new purpose to the area. 

The School includes seven classrooms, a main hall, food technology facility, science 
laboratory, design technology suite and an underground car park. The multipurpose hall 
has been fitted with zonal key fob reader access control, enabling the hall to be used for 
community use out of hours. The building has a small footprint and needed to be split 
over multiple floors to fully utilise the limited space available. Due to the site restrictions 
balconies adjoining classrooms have been incorporated into the design to maximize the 
outdoor play space. 

The brickwork and render façade were chosen to emulate the surrounding new houses 
on the estate. The school achieved a BREEAM very good score and was designed to be 
both sustainable and efficient.  Solar panels were included within the design, along with a 
Building Management System (BMS) system to reduce energy consumption and life cycle 
costs. The school sits within a new Berkeley Homes development with the aim of providing 
education to the local community. The project was delivered on time and in budget.

FREE SCHOOl OPENS ON NEW HOUSING 
ESTATE IN TUNBRIdGE WEllS

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY

Client: 
EducATION ANd sKIlls  
FuNdINg AgENcY 

VAlue:
£3.2m

ArChiteCt: 
hAvERsTOcK

M&e engineer:  
BuIldINg sERvIcEs dEsIgN

COntrACtOr:  
BERKElEY hOmEs

surVeyOr:  
TuRNER & TOWNsENd

THE WELLS FREE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

TUNBRIdGE WEllS  |  COMPlETEd jUlY 2016    
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NOMINATIONS

WAlEs &  
sOuTh WEsT
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The new Aberystwyth Bandstand has been constructed on the site of the original 
1930’s bandstand to provide public facilities to suit a wide range of indoor and 
outdoor concerts and events.

The perimeter wall and distinctive original piers of the earlier building have been retained 
as an historical feature. The new promenade walkway around the building has been 
placed above a specially designed new section of the sea wall that deflects waves away 
from the building and this enhances the range of views over Cardigan Bay.

In a prominent location on the town’s promenade, the new bandstand has been 
designed for sustainability, durability and robust performance using both traditional 
and innovative materials to respond to what can at times be challenging and exposed 
environmental conditions. 

Since its opening the new bandstand has hosted a considerable number of varied 
performances and provided gallery display space for the local community and 
University. The bandstand has established itself as a prominent local landmark and 
meeting place that is dramatically lit in the hours of darkness and available for use 
throughout the year. Performances can be either entirely indoors, with or without 
views over the surrounding seascape, or opened up to the promenade with the 
provision of two permanent canopies and retractable glazed screens.

WEST COAST WONdER

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
cEREdIgION cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

Client: 
cEREdIgION cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£1.2m

ArChiteCt: 
cEREdIgION cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

M&e engineer:  
BullOcK BROThERs

COntrACtOr:  
WB gRIFFIThs & sON lTd

surVeyOr:  
cEREdIgION  
cOuNTY cOuNcIl

ABERYSTWYTH 
BANDSTAND

ABERYSTWYTH  |  COMPlETEd APRIl 2016    
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HIGHCLIFFE ST MARK 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

BOURNEMOUTH  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016    

A new extension at Highcliffe St Mark brings the buildings on site closer together  
and announces the entrance to the school. Accommodation was required for another 
one form entry and the extension was joined to the existing by way of a new entrance 
canopy. An under utilised courtyard became the corridor link between old and new. 
This also provides safe access out to the rest of the school, omitting the need to  
pass through the hall or any classrooms, as was previously the case.
 
Accommodation comprises three classrooms on the ground floor for key stage one 
pupils, with play spaces immediately outside. A music room and a learning resources 
room for use by all year groups were relocated onto the top floor from other existing 
locations, together with a new food technology room.

The building is steel frame construction with composite cladding and profiled metal 
roofs. Tall windows with manually-opening vents maximise daylight factors on the 
ground floor. Ventilation of all classrooms operates on an extract system, which 
removes the air when CO2 levels get too high.
 
Paralympian Jeanette Chippington officially opened the school, where various  
pupils contributed items for a time capsule and spoke about how much they liked 
their new spaces. 

MAKING ITS MARK

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
dORsET cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

Client: 
dORsET cOuNTY cOuNcIl 
chIldREN’s sERvIcEs

VAlue:
£2.8m

ArChiteCt: 
dcc (dORsET pROpERTY)

M&e engineer:  
TNg cONsulTINg

COntrACtOr:  
sTEpNEll lTd
sTRucTuRAl ENgINEERs - RIdgE 
(pROpERTY ANd cONsTRucTION 
cONsulTANTs)

surVeyOr:  
dORsET cOuNTY cOuNcIl
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The new CUBRIC building is four times larger than the University’s existing facilities, 
meaning staff from different departments are benefitting from being housed under 
one roof, allowing for increased collaboration and innovation. The facility is providing 
a mix of medical research facilities, office accommodation and large seminar space, 
with outside garden terrace.
 
The design provides Cardiff University with a world leading research facility, which has 
attracted top international researchers and enabled increased funding to be secured.
 
This research aims to have a direct impact on understanding human health and 
wellbeing, including the changes that lead to disordered cognition and mental health. 

A SPACE FOR COllABORATION  
ANd dISCOVERY

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
IBI gROup 

Client: 
cARdIFF uNIvERsITY 

VAlue:
£18m

ArChiteCt: 
IBI gROup 

M&e engineer:  
ARup

COntrACtOr:  
BAm cONsTRucTION lTd

surVeyOr:  
cApITA

THE CARDIFF 
UNIVERSITY BRAIN 
RESEARCH IMAGING 
CENTRE (CUBRIC)

CARdIFF  |  COMPlETEd FEBRUARY 2016    
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COED GLAS
PRIMARY SCHOOL

CARdIFF  |  COMPlETEd AUGUST 2016    

Coed Glas is an existing primary school located in Llanishan, Cardiff which needed  
an innovative solution to accommodate its growing pupil numbers. 

The design incorporated the school’s vision to ‘Develop strong roots for learning, 
behaviour and wellbeing’ and provide a ‘hub for the local community’, whilst creating  
a future-proof space that meets the challenge of the required increase in capacity.  
The result was a £1.2m three storey extension named ‘The Learning Cube’ by  
its students.  

This facility has come as a breath of fresh air to the staff and students, offering 
valuable and coveted space, comfort and a sense of ownership and pride. Inside, 
the extension offers two new classrooms, staff areas and additional storage space. 
Inclusive design principles were adopted from the outset, due to the school being  
a well-established Hearing-Impaired Resource Base.  

The exterior panels shimmer in the light and its form strongly likened to that of  
a sugar cube - a sweet addition!
  

lEARNING SPACE EVOKES A SENSE OF 
OWNERSHIP ANd PRIdE

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ATKINs lTd 

Client: 
cARdIFF cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£1.2m

ArChiteCt: 
ATKINs lTd

M&e engineer:  
ATKINs lTd

COntrACtOr:  
WRW

surVeyOr:  
ATKINs lTd
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There was a need to develop a Campus Development Strategy for Exmouth 
Community College, which identified the buildings that were the poorest in terms of 
condition and suitability. This led to a strategic decision to plan to replace these 
buildings with just one building that would provide 16 new classrooms built in either  
a single or two phased approach.

A strong case was presented for a whole block replacement approach to remove 
significant backlog maintenance and provide for a cohesive design solution that sat 
within the overall Campus Development Strategy.
 
The planning application was submitted ahead of the bid and financial support  
was provided by Devon County as part of the bid and also addressed a basic  
need requirement.

GREAT FORMUlA FOR A NEW  
MATHS BlOCK

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
Nps gROup

Client: 
ExmOuTh cOmmuNITY cOllEgE

VAlue:
£2m

ArChiteCt: 
Nps gROup
 

M&e engineer:  
hAmsON BARRON smITh

COntrACtOr:  
INTERsERvE

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup

ExMOUTH COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE (ACADEMY)

dEVON  |  COMPlETEd jUNE 2016  
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TAW VIEW OFFICE  
dEVON  |  COMPlETEd SEPTEMBER 2016

Taw View provides a modern office environment to 300 staff covering a variety of 
Devon County Council services. This major Council office hub in North Devon forms 
a network of five strategic centres where the Council concentrates its services and 
provides the latest technology to promote agile, flexible working.

The project was heavily mechanical and electrical led and accounted for 40%  
of the overall construction value. The fundamental challenge with this building 
was refurbishing a poorly performing naturally ventilated building into a controlled 
environment building. Passive measures such as brise soleil along the south façade 
were designed in where possible, improving the internal environment and reducing 
energy usage. The new luminaries heat recovery ventilation, a VRV energy recovery 
heating and cooling system is delivered via fabric ductwork, reducing draughts from  
a very low floor to ceiling height. Highly efficient luminaires and controls, and a  
Building Management System (BMS) ensure the operation is as energy efficient  
and comfortable as possible.

An early design decision was taken to adopt a BIM process. The project team  
worked collaboratively throughout all stages as the 3D model developed and 
overcame numerous challenges, including intricate building services integration 
supplied from a new plant room and enclosure on the roof.

OFFICE CONVERSION INTO A  
21ST CENTURY HUB

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
Nps gROup 

Client: 
dEvON cOuNTY cOuNcIl

VAlue:
£3m

ArChiteCt: 
Nps gROup

M&e engineer:  
hAmsON BARRON smITh

COntrACtOr:  
mIdAs cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
Nps gROup
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The County Council’s ‘Way We Work’ programme; aspiring to do things differently, 
challenging how staff worked and changing the culture of staff, has resulted in a 
significant physical transformation of this 1930’s Art Deco building.

The vision was to create modern, flexible and adaptable open-to-all multi-use areas 
that promote collaboration, innovation and creative thinking in the heart of the 
building, maximising the use of space and offering something for everyone to use.

The Rotunda, the central core of the building on five floors, was identified as the 
‘key-space’ to bring about change within the organisation, offering a multitude 
of opportunities to reinvent itself and providing much needed light, flexible 
space, improved staff facilities and wellbeing. The transformation of this space 
communicates a tangible, prominent and visual commitment through design and  
of the ambition and drive by leadership for cultural change within the council. 

The result is a reinterpretation of the modernist space, playing on its strengths of a 
strong clean geometry that evocates images of Agatha Christie and the great ocean 
liners of the 1930’s. The design has integrity, is uplifting and inspiring, allowing the 
buildings’ occupants to flourish in their daily work.

RESPlENdENT ART dECO SPACE REVIVEd     

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
dORsET cOuNTY hAll  

Client: 
dORsET cOuNTY hAll  

VAlue:
£180K

ArChiteCt: 
dORsET cOuNTY hAll 

M&e engineer:  
dORsET cOuNTY hAll

COntrACtOr:  
BlAcKNOll

surVeyOr:  
dORsET cOuNTY hAll

R3 ROTUNDA 
COUNTY HALL 

dORSET  |  COMPlETEd jUlY 2016   
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OBERLANDS CENTRE
GUERNSEY  |  COMPlETEd NOVEMBER 2015    

The Oberlands Centre is a sensitively designed mental health unit providing  
inpatient, day service and outpatient services to the local community of Guernsey.
 
The focus of the new facility is a central hub, which is designed to be the social  
heart of the building. The space is characterised by informal seating areas, a  
service user run café, natural light from clerestory glazing and a mixture of local  
and service user art.
 
Set off the central hub are two wards, which comprise a ten bed older adult ward  
and a 16-bed acute ward. These are directly accessed from the main entrance and 
each ward is designed around a central staff base. This maximises visibility and  
clear lines of sight, allowing staff to observe and nurse the wards efficiently.
 
Each ward opens out to the west to secure courtyards with views to the rural 
landscape and beyond. There are also raised planting beds for the service users  
to grow and tend to plants and vegetables, encouraging rehabilitation. 
 
A CAMHS Unit is contained within a refurbished Georgian villa, creating an individual 
identity as well as a comfortable environment for this vulnerable patient group.
 
The design of the building was enhanced by the involvement of Guernsey Arts Commission, 
who created an integrated arts strategy based on the theme ‘nature and nurture’.

A SUPPORTIVE SANCTUARY  
FOR GUERNSEY

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
IBI gROup 

Client: 
ThE sTATEs OF guERNsEY

VAlue:
£18m

ArChiteCt: 
IBI gROup

M&e engineer:  
cApITA sYmONds

COntrACtOr:  
hARBOuR vIEW cONsTRucTION

surVeyOr:  
EdmONd shIpWAY
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This was the first new school to be commissioned by Oxford County Council (OCC)  
in ten years. The innovative new two form entry primary school and nursery 
accommodates 420 pupils and 26 full time equivalent nursery places and has  
been designed to BREEAM very good.  

Consideration for future expansion to a three form entry meant that the flexibility  
to allow for multiuse spaces were high on the school’s agenda from the outset. 

The end result is a successful design kept within a tight footprint whilst integrating 
spaces and reducing excess wasted space in circulation which enabled the provision 
of three form entry facilities to the hall and kitchen and so eliminates the need for 
disruption when the school expands. Additional group rooms have also been provided 
and a very successful learning resource corridor which offers flexible spaces that can 
be put to a variety of uses, by students, staff and the public.  

Successful delivery to a tight programme was managed efficiently through intense 
stakeholder engagement and collaborative working between all parties from inception 
through to practical completion. 

NEW PRIMARY SCHOOl BUIlT WITH 
FlExIBIlITY IN MINd

OrgAnisAtiOn: 
ATKINs lTd 

Client: 
OxFORdshIRE cOuNTY cOuNcIl 

VAlue:
£6.4m

ArChiteCt: 
ATKINs lTd
 

M&e engineer:  
ATKINs lTd

COntrACtOr:  
cARIllION uK

QuAntity surVeyOr:  
cApITA

DIDCOT PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

OxFORdSHIRE  |  SEPTEMBER 2016    
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DAYLIGHTING AND CBDM 

Historically daylight assessment was undertaken using daylight protractors and 
the building geometry to determine a Daylight Factor for a space. The DF approach 
assumes a uniform static overcast ‘grey’ sky, and does not take account of direct 
sunlight but seeks to achieve a certain percentage of diffuse light into a space and 
to achieve a degree of uniformity - typically the target was between 3% and 5%. 

Some ten years ago CBDM (Climate Based Daylight Modelling) was developed which 
uses computer modelling to calculate the useful illuminance at the working plane 
from both direct and indirect light, using solar data from a standard weather year.

CBDM takes account of the quality and quantity of sun light and daylight allowing 
the building design to be adjusted to maximise the use of natural light and can be 
utilised to determine the optimum design solution for the glazing of a building. 

To achieve compliance for teaching spaces two criteria need to be assessed:

•  The useful daylight Illuminance (UdI) which should achieve 80%

•  daylight Autonomy (dA) which should achieve 50%

The UDI is a measure of the annual occurrence of illuminances across the work 
plane that is within a range considered ‘useful’ by occupants (usually taken between 
100 and 3000 lux) and UDla is defined as the percentage of time that the natural 
light is acceptable and artificial lighting should not be required.

CBDM analysis also provides the UDle (where the natural light is considered 
excessive (above 3000 lux) and a source of glare resulting in the blinds being drawn) 
and the UDls (where the natural light is considered insufficient (less than 100 lux)).

The DA is the amount of time that a space can expect to reach a target illuminance 
level on the working plane. The criterion is aimed at delivering an energy efficient space. 

Because a CBDM includes direct sunlight, the analysis is very dependent on orientation.  
The effect of this can be seen from the differing results obtained when a single 
storey single room with single aspect glazing is rotated through 360 degrees.  
The resulting difference in UDla might be 10% between the North and South facing 
space with the East and West facing rooms achieving the 80%, the North achieving 
85% but the South only achieving 75%. This is principally due to the area immediately 
adjacent the windows of the South facing space being effectively over lit. 

For good daylighting windows should ideally be provided on all sides however, this 
is not often practical to achieve and the optimum solution for school buildings often 
results in classbases either side of a corridor resulting in single aspect glazing to 
most spaces. 

Whilst in a single storey building the daylight can be addressed by the addition of 
clerestorey lights or roof lights this is not possible for the ground floor of a 2 storey 
teaching block. 

The new ESFA Specification differentiates between different types of spaces and 
requires the CBDM targets to be met in a percentage of the School spaces as it is 
recognised that the primary performance criteria cannot always be met for every 
space,  even in new buildings, although the design should achieve as near as 
practically and reasonably possible to the targets.

The percentage varies according to the type of space ranging from: 

Basic Teaching (80% of spaces), Halls (75% of spaces) and Group Rooms  
(60% of spaces).

Eric Benton B Tech (Hons) CEng MCIBSE 
director of johns Slater and Haward Building Services Consultants Ipswich

BY ERIC BENTON 



105WWW.THESPACES.ORG.UK

N

CLASS_NORTH

UDI-a: 85%
DA: 69%

CLASS_NORTH-EAST

UDI_A: 86%
DA: 70%

CLASS_EAST

UDI-a: 83%
da: 76%

CLASS_SOUTH EAST

UDI-a: 79%
DA: 97%

CLASS_SOUTH

UDI-a: 75%
DA: 100%

CLASS_SOUTH WEST

UDI-a: 77%
DA: 99%

CLASS_WEST

UDI-a: 81%
DA: 81%

CLASS_NORTH WEST

UDI-a: 85%
DA: 71%

NOTES:

1. THE ROOMS USED FOR THE CALCULATIONS HAVE BEEN
BASED ON A 57m² FLOOR AREA, IN A SQUARE ROOM.

2. THE CEILING HEIGHTS HAVE BEEN BASED ON 2700mm
CLEAR FLOOR TO CEILING.

3. WINDOW ARRANGEMENTS CONSIST OF 5No.1m WIDE X
1.5m HIGH FIXED PANES, 1No. GLAZED DOOR 1m WIDE X
2m HIGH AND 6No. 1m WIDE X 0.5m HIGH OPENABLE
PANES.

UDI-a LEGEND:

< 10.0

< 20.0

< 30.0

< 40.0

< 50.0

< 60.0

< 70.0

< 80.0

< 90.0

< 100.0

>=100.0

Chartered Building Services Consultants
Clydesdale House, 7 Sorrel Horse Mews, Grimwade Street, Ipswich. IP4 1LN

Johns Slater and Haward

T: 01473 255965, F: 01473 232137, E: engineers@jshipswich.co.uk, W: www.jshipswich.co.ukJSH
DATE: AUGUST 2017
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Property design and management services
Delivering innovation and excellence

NPS Group 
T 01603 706000    
nps.co.uk
Lancaster House, 16 Central Avenue, 
Norwich, NR7 0HR

•	 Integrated	design

•	 Estates	and	asset	management

•	 Management	consultancy

•	 Surveying,	maintenance	and	compliance

•	 Development	and	joint	ventures

We create inspiring places where people live, work, learn and come together as a community.  
We work with public and private sector clients across the UK, and have a growing reputation  
for delivering healthcare and commercial schemes.
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We are now looking for submissions for the
spAcEs YEARBOOK 2018

We are always looking for new buildings to champion in 
the public estate so if you have projects completing in 
2016/2017 then please let us know and help us in our 

search for next years civic Building of the Year.

www.thespaces.org.uk
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